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Amembassy Yaounde pete: September 1, 1967 


‘| SUBJECT : Situation on Cameroonian—-"Biafran" Border 


3 CIA NAVY : . . ; : ; 

ea rT rie : rie eae eee a i oh ‘ , “ . : : 

see tues tee Le The Consulate at louala has been given the following information 

33170 |3 regarding the situation on the border betweep liest Cameroon and the é 
former astern jiegion of Nigeria. Two soyytes of the. information, 

Pass fat which is unverified, were Hr. Gregory H. WIERZYNSKI, an American 

sia citizen whose calling card identifies him as a correspondent for 

_ Fortune but who, says he is currently doing a story for Time; and 

_ hr. iusseli serren HOWk, believed to be a British subject admitted 


> 
a 
2 
a 
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z 


= ry for permanent residence in the United States, previously (1958-65) 

on tT African affairs correspondent of The Washington Fost, and currently 
eA = free~luncing (see Pereerere il of Embassy An185, 19 April 1967, Sub—. 
Od a ject: fquatorial Guinea - Travel Notes). The two reporters had 

o “5 just come from the former Eastern Region. 

a) 

(Se Mamfe Border 


2. The hamfe-lkom road is not open to border crossers However the 
southern fork from Mamfe toward Calabar is open and is apparently 
used without difficulty. There is a local chief with a Landrover 
a . ub either Mamfe or at the border who will transport, people to Calabar: 
z for wbout 60.00. 


3. ‘the Cuuerooniay authorities around Mamfe do not seem to be strict 
‘ avout trade with "Biafra." Wierzynski reports that he saw cattle | 
i being uriven across the border in plain view. Trading in consumables 
| takes place in the no-mans-—land in full view of the Cameroonian border 
guards. «a Cameroonian military Uptacriien’ of unknown strength is 

stationed at Namie, — : an 
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he wierzynski said that when entering "Biafra" about two weeks . 
ago, he heard that federal troops had attempted to cross from ~ 
vorthern iuigeria through Cameroon, but were turned back without 

Gee by the Cameroonian border guards. 


5. The igerian consul stationed at Buea has been at ante for 
several days. os 


6. Lobe-Oran Boat. The vessel is doing a land-office business — - 
carrying full loads. Howe tried to enter Cameroon on 18 September 
by this means but could not because the boat was full. ‘The trip, — 
which formerly cost 800 francs (CFA ($3.27) for anyone now costs 
the same for .ifricans but 6,000 francs CFA ($24. 49) for: 
non-Africans .. 
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fo FRONT*PAGE EDITORIAL" IN. IBADAN: NIGERIAN ‘TRIBUNE!:SEPT -27 
ENTITLED -* THE: MIDWEST LESSON COMMENTS: /ON: ‘FUTURE: ‘OF! iMPOWEST 
STATE: AFTER: WAR: ES::OVERo ‘SAYS-IT WOULD .BE: IN ‘EMERYBODY's: 
BEST. INTERESTS: FOR. 180% ‘SPEAKING: AREAS - TN: MIOWEST TO: BE 
GROUPED WITH. IBOsSPEAKING: EAST ‘CENTRAL: STATE .AND: ‘FOR: 
YORUBASs SPEAKING, AREAS IN MIDWEST TO: BE INCLUDED. EN 'WEST* 
WHILE WAR: LASTS. :COMPONENT. ‘UNIT TS: OF! MIDWEST .SHOUL:D!;ENDEAVOR 


PAGE 2 RUTALS: !95BB :C OIN-F: I DE NT T-ALL , 
LIiVe TOGETHER: WITHOUT ‘MOLEST ING: ‘ONE: ANOTHER. ‘THIS. ‘NOT™ TIME 
FOR: RECRIMINATIONS: ‘OR ‘REPRISALS BUT - FOR. UNTTED ACTION ‘TO pUT 
COUNTRY ‘ONCE: AGAIN. ‘ON ITS: ‘FEET o 


20 COMMENT EDITORIAL: (NO: DOUBT iMOTIVATED BY ‘REPORTS 'OF 
REPRISALS’. ,AGAINST | IBOS BY ‘NON@ 180. MIDWESTERNERS AND. ‘FEELING: 
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THAT IT WILL: NOT BE! FEASIBLE INCLUDE..LARGE. BLOC iOF 

IBOS IN ANOTHER. ‘STATE. AFTER: -WARo. .AS: ‘TRIBUNE | STILL ‘CONSIDERED 
VOICE OF BANNED ACTION GROUP» ‘EDITORIAL ‘MAY BE:DESIGNED “To 
REINFORCE:.AG VIEW THAT STATES: ‘SHOULD: ‘BE :DRAWN ON 
LINGUIST?C: LINES. AND: THUS. BUILD: ‘UP: SENTIMENT AGAINST 

ANY ‘DIVISION YORUBALANDAND: PERHAPS: ‘EMEN | FOR ‘CREATION 
"GREATER YORUBALANDo" i&AS: FAR :AS’.WE! ‘KNOW THERE IS NO. 
SEGNIFICANT YORUBASSPEAKING AREA IN MEDWEST’ BUT: ‘THERE 

1So ‘OF COURSE» IN WEST CENTRAL: STATE ) WHILE: IT ‘SEEMS 
DOUBTFUL. IF! FMG: MILITARY GURRENTLY IN ‘MODD MAKE .ANY 
CONCESSIONS: ‘TO EAST -AND WHILE THERE: ARE: ‘OTHER DIFFIGULTIES 
IN. TRIBUNE: SUGGESTION» IT MAY':BE':OF. INTEREST: THAT AG 

PAPER HAS ‘FLOATED: ‘CONCILIATORY IDEA WHICH “COULD: ATTRACT 
IBO ‘POLITICIANS .AS. ONE ELEMENT IN’ FORMUL’” FOR EVENTUAL 
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Ve, WITH RECAPTURE MOST OF MID “WEST. STATE: MG WILL OIVERT 


(MEN AND MATERTAL TO. STEPPED UP ORIVE TO CAPTURE ENUGU; 
“ FMG CLAIMS ITS FORCES ALREADY WITHIN SEVEN. AIR MILES OF 
(CITY« THEY.MAY SOON BE CLOSE ENOUGH SHELL: AIRPORT AND 
Bae a OTHER TARGETS« IN “ADDITION, AVAILABILITY OF BENIN. ATRPORT 


INCREASES: FMG CAPABILITY TO MOUNT AIR ‘AaiDs: ON: ENUGUs 
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SUBJECT # UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL ‘SITUATIONe : DIA. ‘FOR :DILACO. 
CINSTRIKE FOR'STRU2Co 
DA FOR ACSI o- 


to FOLLOWING: .AVAIL.A 7 ! ! 
ZA HQ SOURCES: THIS MORNING (26 SEP} . 


Es Ao NSUKKAZENUGU: FRONTS SUCCESSFUL. NIGHT .ATTACK 21/22 SEP ON. 
KEY HIGH ‘GROUND WEST ROUTE: THREE» SOUTH UMULUMGBEs ENABLED 
| FEDERAL FIRST BRIGADE» ONE DIVs CAPTURE VILLAGE OKPATU. A ! 
06 13NO7 105E | EARLY EVENING 23 SEPo.OPPOSING BN {4DESLGNATION. j 
NKNOWN HERE} FROM ENUGU'51 BRIGADE ABANDONED: DEFENSIVE poSITIONS. i 
INGE ACE FEDERAL: ATTACK AND FLED. SOUTHWARD LEAVING QUANTITIES j 
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AMMO AND WPNS BEHINGe ON 25° SEP FIRST BRIGADE CONSOLIDATING 

GAINS. OKPATU! AREA ASTRIDE! ROUTE THREE AND: HAD CAPTURED VILLAGE 

| AFA {@635NQ72@E}) AND ‘OMUDT ROUGHLY PARALLEL WITH OKPATU AND 

APPROX THREE MILES WEST '0N 25.SEP,. FEDERAL - FORCES APPROX 

SEVEN MILES NORTH NINE: MILES CORNER o 

Bo OGOJA/CALABAR PROVINCES! FEDERAL FORCES SOUTH ‘CROSS. 

RIVER BELIEVED MOVING SLOWLY :SOUTH ‘TOWARD: CALABAR» 

Co MIDeWEST? SINCE 22 SEP FEDERAL THIRO DIV-FORCES HAVE 

CAPTURED ALL’ MAIN: TOWNS:.AND :DOMINATE DELTA. AREA MID=WEST 

STATEs ‘THES INCLUDES: PORTS KOKOs SAPELEs WARRI8 ‘POWER 

STATION UGHELLI AND: TOWNS’.AS. FAR NORTH .AS:.KWALE APPROX “FORTY 
FIVE: ROAD: iMILES NE ‘UGHELLYo ‘ONE COLUMN ‘THREE :DIV MOVING 

NORTH EAST SAPELE/AGBOR:.ROAD AND ON 25 ‘SEP. WERE BELIEVED 

APPROX ‘TWO MILES :SW AGBORe: AT SAME TIMEs SCOND. DIV COLUMN 

FROM SIXTH BRIGADE MOVING SOUTH EAST ON AGBOR VIA -EHOR/AGBOR 

ROADo ON 25 SEP ARMY ‘HQ BELIEVED: ROAD JUNCTION ‘NW .AGBOR: IN. 

FEDERAL HANDS» BALANCE FORCES. FEDERAL ‘SECOND ‘DIV NORTH ROUTE 
SiX GIVEN MISSION SEIZING .ASABAo MOBILE POLICE COLUMN WITH 

COMMO TO REPLACE THAT REMOVED ‘OR DESTROYED: BY RETREUAING 

ENUGU:' FORCES MOVING FROM LAGOS TO:..BENIN: VIA..AUCHI TODAY® 


oe PAGE 3 RUTALS 2948/icCC SEC RET 

INTERDIVISJONAL: BOUNDARY BETWEEN FEDERAL’ :SECOND: AND. ‘THIRD 

DIVISIONS: 1S LENE OF ETHIOPE RIVER RUNNING WeE SOUTH ROUTE 

S¥Xo NAF AIR RECCE OVER AREA REPORTS "HEAVY" MOVEMENT /CIVELIANS 

OVER BRIDGE ASABA TO ONITSHAo ‘ONE FLIGHT {FOUR 'RLANES) L298 

NOW ASSIGNED BENEN AIRFIELD! FOR OPERATIONAL. BASE © 

Do BONNY AREA& ENUGU FORCES CARRIED ‘OUT SEVERAL ‘SMALL: SCALE | 
ALR ATTACKS. BONNY AREA LAST SEVERAL ‘DAYSe- IN ADDITION» TWO 

SMALL EASTERN PATROLS. IN.SMALL BOATS ATTEMPTED MOVE: AGAINST 

FEDERAL POSITIONSo BOTH BOATS:.REPORTED iSUNK« 

Eo ESCRAVOS:. AREA’ REF PAR 4Ap. MY 0403 SEP ‘VESSEL DEPARTED 

LAGOS 2317Q@LOCAL: SEP» ARRIVED ESCRAVOS 24g7G9L0CALSEP © 

COMPETENT AMCIT OBSERVER ON. SCENE: ESTIMATED "ROUGHLY 269g 

ON BOARDZ {PILOT WHO fOOK VESSEL OUT LAGOS ‘HARBOR EST PMATED: 

"ABOUT 300g" ON BOARD# HENCE AT LEAST ‘2008 ACCEPTED. AS VALID: 

FIGURE}o OBSERVER THOUGHT TROOPS .LOOKED: LIKE RECRUITS 'WHO 

BEING STAGED THROUGH .ESCRAVOS: FOR: FINAL: TRAINING AND : { 
FQUTPPING FOR FUTURE ‘USEo SAME OBSERVER NOW ESTEMATES: ‘COMe i : 
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PLETION DATE ON EXTENSION: ESCRAVOS: ATRETELD .AS '273 WEEKS 8 
FYNAL: GRADZNG IN PROGRESS: FOR ASPHALT ‘SURFACE 8 BEING ‘DELAYING 
WORK 0 my 


PAGE 4 RUTALS 2948/1CC.S: EC RE: T 
2c WITH» AS: INDECATED ABOVE» ‘MID<WEST. VERUTALLY. IN THEIR 
HANDS» ‘FMG PLANNERS ‘CLEARLY LOOKING :-BEYOND ‘CURRENT MYD=WEST' 
CAMPAIGN TO..ALMOST. IMMEDIATELY SUBSEQUENT .ACTIONS..AGAINST 
ENUGU' FORCESo PREVAILING MOOD. ONE: GREAER URGENCY THAN ‘HERES: 
TOFORE EVER REFLECTED FMG MIL ‘PLANNING ‘CIRCLES»..AND':DOES ‘no? 
APPEAR 'FMG CONTEMPLATING ANYTHING LESS THAN ‘PRESSING :ON: AT 
ONCE WITH':CAMPAIGN BRING DOWN ‘OUUKWU (WHICH NOW UNDER FULL: 
HEAD STEAMo SIGNIFICANTLY® BOTH’ MUHAMMED: (SECOND DIV} AND 
ADKUNLE {THIRD DIV)@ -AS WELL’ AS KEY NAWALi'FEGURE WHO ‘HAS. 
PARTICIPATED BOTH- PLANNING AND ‘CONDUCT ‘BONNY AND -ESCRAVOS. 
OPERATION’ EN. LAGOS 247/25. SEP: FOR SESSIONS ‘WITH: ‘GOWONs ‘BISALLA 
AND: OTHER KEY PLANNERS HERE AS INDICATED: ‘PAR 3s ‘MY iSECRET 
Q402 SEP» THERE STILL: INDICATION MOVE TWO FEDERAL DIvs MID» 
WEST DIRECTLY INTO. EAST.CENTRAL STATE | BEING . ACTIVELY :CONSTDERED 
AS’ POSSIBLE:.COURSE ACTION© DATT BELIEVES» ‘HOWEVER» BASED: 

25 SEP::CONVERSATIONS. WITH. KEY NAVAL FIGURE, .AT LEAST ONE OTHER: 
POSSIBLE ‘COURSE: ACTION BEING .ACTEVELY ‘CONSTDERED (OR PERHAPS 
EVEN PLANNED} BY FMGIMIL 'PLANNERSo THAT. IS» ‘ETTHER 
| | SEMULTANEOUS OR ‘CLOSELY :COORDINATED::ACTEON AGAINST’ ‘HARCOURT: 
‘ FROM BONNY AND/OR: ‘CALABAR: FROM SEAc 


PAGE’ 5 RUTALS 2948/{$CC: S E:¢ RET 
30 IN’ SUPPORT. THES: POSSIBILITY ‘COMBINED. ARMY ANAVY' ‘OPERATION: 
ETHER ‘HARCOURT OR CALABAR: ‘SEVERAL! ITEMS: SEGNIFICANT 3 ! 
Ac WITH EXCEPTION FRIGATE. NNS: NIGERIA iON STATION. ‘CROSS i 
RIVER. ENTRANCE. CALABAR» .AND: SDB: NNS KADUNA- BELTEVED: ‘ON ‘STATION 
BONNY?» - ALL OTHER VESSELS. NIGERIAN: iNAVY? ‘RETURNED. APAPA. ‘BASE 
DURING - ‘PERIOD: 24 THROUGH 26 SEPo IN. ADDITION ‘NEWLY ACQUIRED: | 
SDB’ NNS: ‘SAPELE FROM Ucko ARRIVED:.LAGOS:: ‘BOB7K45LOCALSEP!, THES 
' BRINGS: ‘STRENGTH: SDB CLASS. TOTAL. FOUR (WRECKED: IBADAN 'EXCLUDED)) © 
SDB: NNS BONNY: SCHEDULED ARRIVE. FROM. ‘UcKe APPROX. ‘FOUR : ‘DAYS: 

HENCE® TO: REPLCE IBADAND- NIGERIAN: ‘HAS ‘ORDERED: ANOTHER: SOB: 
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KADUNA CLASS FROM UcKe ALL THESE VESSELS» PLUS CARGO 

VESSELS HABITUALLY USED BY NIGERIAN NAVY IN SUPPORT OPSs BEING 
WATCHED VERY CLOSELYe FARREL’ LINES COASTER WARIGI (LIBERIANS 
FLAG? SCHEDULED TAKE ON .CARGO FOR NIGERIAN NAVY COMING WEEKEND e 
DESTINATION. UNKNOWN THIS TIMEe 

B> CONTINUED BUILDUP TROOPS ESCRAVOS LAND: STRONG POSSIBILITY 
BONNY ALSO} INDICATES THESE POSSIBLE ‘STAGING AREAS FURTHER | 
AMPHIB OpSo IN SUCH CASE» ONLY TWO REMAINING LIKELY OBJECTIVES 
SUCH OPS ARE HARCOURT AND/OR CALABARe 
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SUBJECT? UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL SITUATION» DIA FOR DIACOs _ 
CINCSTRIKE FOR STRU2@=Ce DA FOR ACSI« | . 24 . 


40 MISG ITEMS? . ne a 

Ae REF PaR 4Bs MY 4930 AA WEAPONS ON BOARD -NOW IDENTIFIED 
AS TWENTY ‘20MM OERLIKONS» BALANCE .CARGO AMMO FOR WEAPONS. 

THUS SIGNIFICANT INCREASE AA.CAPABILITIES FMG FORCES LIKELY 

NEAR FUTURE o 

Be REF PAR 3 MY @399 SEPs NOW APPEARS VESSEL; IN ‘ADDITION 

"CONSTRUCTION STEEL"s ALSO UNLOADED SUBSTANTIAL CARGO SMALL 


PAGE 2 RUTALS -294872CC SECRET 

ARMS BELIEVED BE FIVE THOUSAND GERMAN G3 7.62MM AUTOMATIC 
RIFLES WHICH NOW BEING ISSUED ‘UNITS THIRD DIV IN MIDWEST. 
(Ce INTERROGATION ENUGU FORCE POW ‘CAPTURED BY FEDERAL ONE 
BRIGADE NORTH ENUGU ON ROUTE THREE 25 SEP ELICITEBGINFO 
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Authority’ i 
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THAT POW BELIEVED FOUR OFFICERS EXECUTED IN ENUGU: 24 SEP WERE 
BRIGADIERS -MADIEBOsNJOKUs IMO: AND LTC ITFEAUUNAe NO CONFIR~ 

MATION THIS’ AND OTHER: NAMES BEING BANDIED ABOUT AS VICTIMS 

THIS. EXECUTION ARE BANJO» CONRAD NWAWOs AND IVENSO® 

De EVIDENCE RAPID DETERIORATION ENUGU. FORCES EXISTS IN FACT 

OVER PERIOD LITTLE MORE THAN WEEK FOUR UNITS ENUGU FORCES.'HAVE. 
BROKEN. AND-RUN IN FACE: FEDERAL ATTACKS OR ABANDONED POSITIONS 
PRIOR FED! ATKe THESE WERE: SEVENTEENTH BN IKOMs TWELFTH SOUTH 
OF AUCHI WHICH BOTH MUTINIED AND RAN» SIXTEENTH ALSO IN MID*WEST | 
WHICH HAD TWO COMPANIES BREAK AND .RUNs AND UNKNWON NUMBERED 

BN OF ENUGU FIFTY ONE BRIGADE SOUTH OKPATU ON ROUTE THREE ‘NORTH 
OF ENUGU.s GPe*36 
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ON FMGo BOTH -BRITISH'HICOM AND I HAVE: ‘PREVIOUSLY EXPRESSED 
TO: KEY OFFICERS: IN GOVERNMENT. IMPORATNCE OF ‘CONTROLLING 
TROOPS AND PREVENTING BLOODSHED OF! INNOCENT -CIVILZANS 'WHEN 
FMG FORCES MOVE: INTO IBO:.LANDo 

GP°30. MATHEWS 


‘CONFIDENTIAL: 


Rot 10F ae E 
pts RA Date _| 


ntctncentte yan neni ine engeenms 


85° 


wenn ny 


mA s 

. x t} +} Der WV. ‘ 

| ee, | 

Ry Sy Y : a 
ae ae eee, : ee ti 
| J52_27 Lp Frza- 1 CEIELS 


AN 
JNU 
‘CONFIDENTIAL: Ce fat 2 ee 


PAGE: 61 LAGOS 02934 2621092 


ACTION AF? 24 


INFO EUR 25510 212SS0 @BoNSCE OOsCIAE- O@OsUSTE: OBoNSAE 'OBoaSP- g2088 \35a 


GPM O3ySC O1sNSC 41OoRSC BI SSAH O30P Bho INR B7PATD 3ByPC b5p 


(RSR B1V179: Ww 


SCANGBORMROROSOREOF SEG SEORGS 


P:261645Z iSEP! 67 \N 

FM: AMEMBASSY LAGOS: 

TO: SECSTATE: WASHDC ‘PRIORITY ‘7488 NO &\ 
INFO: AMEMBASSY ACCRA “PRIORITY 1187 a \ 

AMEMBASSY .ADDIS: ABABA.'296. — 

AMEMBASSY :COTONOU:'543° ; nN 

AMEMBASSY .LONDON: 1676 

AMEMBASSY KINSHASA .329 ~Qy 
AMEMBASSY (NIAMEY -695 N\] 
AMEMBASSY iMONROVIA. 426. a, rN 
AMEMBASSY 'YAOUNDE ‘728 Ne 
CENCSTRIKE. CINCMEAFSA 
DIA 

c:O'N For-D EVN TI A .L!.LAGOS:'2934 

Jo ETHIOPIAN AMBASSADOR /DAWIT .ABDOU THIS: MORNING EXPRESSED: 

CONCERN: TO AMB’ ABOUT !NIGERTIA.:AND! ‘OKUs \AS FOLLOWS 

20 ETHIOPIAN FOREIGN MINISTER IS:‘QUITE .ANNOYED'.ABOUT ° ‘DELAY: 

IN) ARRANGING FOR: VISIT" OF; ‘OAU MISSION TO: NIGERTAcsNEVER® 


ners yet ee ge 


nm 


PAGE 2 :RUTALS: 2934CC:.C: 0: INO FS PD ENT TOA ‘= 

THELESS, HE: REALIZES’ THIS: ‘NOT * ‘FAULT ‘OF ‘NIGER LAN iGOVERNMENT 

ALONE® iDAWIT: WAS: ‘CERTAIN THAT: ‘DIORI: NEVER: ‘SATD:! ‘HE: COULD’ 
COME: TO: LAGOS':ON SEPT 270 SIMILARLY: AHTDUO: ALSO: ‘SAID 


‘CONF EDENTIAL: s | 


ines 
ay (MN nen U/ 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


err en ge oe 


"7 


CONFIDENTIAL: 


PAGE @2 LAGOS @2934 -262109Z 


4 a 4 
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Je “REVIEW OF!-ALL EVIDENCE: ON ‘THIS: SUBJECT YIELDS ‘FOLLOWING 
OBSERVATIONS: CONCERNING .KAUNDA'S: VIEWS8 

‘Ac KAUNDA:: ‘UNDOUBTEDLY ANTIRATHETIC TO: 
GOWON MILITARY REGIME ‘ON: ‘GENERAL! ‘PRINCIPLES. 

Bo MOREOVER 'HE BLAMES. GOWON FOR. RESORT. ‘TO FORCE ‘WHIGH 
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EVENTUAL DISORDER. AND RENEWAL OF BLOODSHED ON MASSIVE 
SCALEo ANY EFFORT WHETHER SOVIET OR BRITISH ‘TO ‘STRENGTHEN 
FMG“S HAND: MAKES ‘THIS. CATASTROPHE MORE | LIKELY 

Do WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE AS “TO: HOW KAUNDA WEIGHS 
A TERNATE: ‘DANGERS OF PROTRACTED ‘CONFLICT ARISING FROM 
APPROXIMATE: MILITARY BALANCE: ‘OF: FRAGMENTATION ‘OF NIGERIA 
IN CHAIN REACTION OF SECESSIONS: WE ‘SPECULATE. HE MIGHT 
ASSUME. NEITHER SIDE HAS :CAPACITY FOR ‘PROTRACTED CONFLICT 
AND THAT SECESSIONISM A LESSER - EVIL THAN MILITARY 
SUBUUGAT LON® 
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CONFEDERAL STRUCTURE» 

Fo KAUNDA. ‘PROBABLY CONVINCED NOT ‘ONLY ‘NIGERTIANS: ARE 
SUFFERING ‘FROM ‘CONTINUED WAR AND UNWILLINGNESS TO NEGOTIATE 
BUT PRESTIGE -AND IMAGE OF: ALL.:OF: AFRICA.IS AT ‘STAKE 0 ‘OAU 
THUS HAS EVERY RIGHT SEEK SETTLEMENT o 


@- THOUGH WE HAVE ‘NO. :COLLATERAL' EVIDENCE» 1T IS ‘PLAUSIBLE 
Wi THIN THES: ‘FRAMEWORK ‘THAT KAUNDA WOULD® 
. Ac OFFER BIAFRA FUNDS. {ANL 18963 ‘TO ‘BOLSTER: ITS: ‘POSTTLON 
AND REDUCE RISK: OF MILITARY SUBUUGAT ION ‘LEADING TO .CONSEQUENCES 
OUTLINED teC ABOVE ® 

Be ‘THREATEN RECOGNITION. OF :-BIAFRA ¢ANL’ 4895) Tr. ‘FMG 
DEMONS? RATED ITS .COMRPLETE INTRACTABILIXY BY REFUSING ‘TO HAVE 
ISSUE DISCUSSED AT OAU OR TO MEET WITH OAU ‘DELEGATIOR IN 
FACE OF SUCH INTRACTABILITY» KAUNDA MEGHT REASON THAT? ‘SINCE 
REASONABLE NEGOTYATED SETTLEMENT’. IMPOSSIBLE BEST WAY TO END 
FIGHTING: WOULD BE TO MOBILIZE AFRICAN - ‘STATES ‘RECOGNYZE 
BIAFRA ‘FACING GOWAN WITH FAIT ACCOMPL I 
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HARD EVIDENCE WE HAVE IS MFA PERMSEC: MARK .CHONA'S ASSERTION 
TO ME THAT GRZ NOT CONTEMPLATING RECOGNITION OF: BIAFRAc 
NONETHELESS: WE WOULD NOT RULE OUT POSSIBILITY ‘UNDER CONDITIONS 
OUTLINED ABOVEs 
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INFO AMEMBASSY ACCRA 1184 

ADDIS’ ABABA. 203. 

AMEMBASSY ‘COTONOU .51 1 

AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 325 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 1670 

AMEMBASSy MONROVIA 422 

AMEMBASSY ‘NIAMEY 691 

AMEMBASSY PARIS:.593 

AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE: 718 

AMCONSUL: ENUGU. 2139: 

AMCONSUL IBADAN 1250 

AMCONSUL: KADUNA. 1599: 

USUN NEW YORK 109: 
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fe PARTY :OF ELEVEN FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS: WENT YO 
BENIN CITY SEPT 24. AT INVOTAT EON FMGo ‘PRESS PARTY 
INTERV SEWED: MILITARY ‘COMMANDER COLONEL! :MURTALLA 
MOHAMMED AND LIEUTENANT (COLONEL: SAMUEL: OGBEMUD? Ao 

AS WELL aS TBOS: WHO BEENG: KEPY IN PROTECTEVE ‘CAMP IN 


BENIN CITYo 


Be: FROM ACCOUNTS RETURNING CORRESPONDENTS» IF SEEMS 


Li VKELY SOME. ‘CORRESPONDENTS WELL PLAY UP. KELLING QF 2805 
WHEN: BENIN, RETAKEN | ‘SEPT 2042] 0 EMBASSY HAS: HEARD 
VARY ENG. STORIES. AS TO WHAT ACTUALLY HAPPENED WHEN: ‘FMG: 


FORCES OOK: CITYe, AL FREENOLYo NY TIMES» WAS TOLD ONLY 


if -BEAERANS: TROOPS: KILL ED EN -BENINe OTHERS HAVE ‘SECOND? 
HAND. STORIES THAT 5000 OR 1500. 1B0: CIULLIE ANS WERE. KILLED. 
WHATEVER TRUE. STORY. “PRESS. PLAY MAY BE UNFORTUNATE FOR 
FMG: IMAGE: iF EMPHASTS: ISON: TRIBAL ANEMOSTTY -AND KILLTNG 
OF %B0S~ WHETHER "BIAERANP SOLDIERS: OR ENNOCENT | ‘CIVIETANS 2 


PAGE: 3: RUTALS:: 2890CC: COUN CF. T-OCE: NT TAL! 

EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS» FROM ‘MORE RESTRAINED! :CORRESPON® 

DENTS WHO WENT BENIN. AND FROM: BRITISH iH EGH. COM iHEREs 

Uist FMG TRIED:-HOLD BACK’ TROOPS» AND! DED ‘PROVIDE 'PROTEC= 
{VE CAMP FOR: ABOUT .36@-1BOSe.: .. ‘CAMP: IN. JOPERAT YON AS0F 

ak THe AND: ONE: | (CORRESPONDENT. SALED:. 4B0S- THERE wOBVLOUSLY 

RELIEVED! . AND: Not. FEARFUL | 


30  ADVERSE::STORIES MAY RESULT FURTHER - -ESTRANGEMENT. 


OF ENTERNATIONAL ‘PRESS: AND FEMGo. WITH ‘EMBASSY : /SHARY NG 
ON POLIT? CAL’ FALL ‘OUT AS FMG. NOW. SENSES: MILE TARY VECTORY 


AND: IN NO!-MOOD: FOR ‘OUTSIDE: ‘CRI TICESM 0 
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AMEMBASSY ACCRA 196 

RUQSYD#AMEMBASSY “YAOUNDE 156 


Ce AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 71 
AMNCONSUL IBADAN 353 

a RUTALS“AMCONSUL KADUNA 364 
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| G636Z THIS MORNINGs. DROPPING UNKNOWN NUMBER BOMBS:.IN BUSINESS: 
AND: RESIDENTIAL’ AREASe ONLY DAMAGE OF ‘WHICH WE AWARE: ‘WAS: 
LARGE CRATER IN GARDEN AVENUE ABQUT 368 FEET FROM: ‘BRITISH 

| HIGH. COMMISSIONS BY £3302 MINWORKS HAD ‘REPAIRS VIRTUALLY: 
COMPLETEDo HAVE BEEN UNABLE OBTAIN RELIABLE ENFORMAT YON 

| ON LOCATON: OF GROUND FORCES o 


@o GENERAL» ENUGUITES GISPLAYING MARKED: DEGREE ‘UNE AS INESS: 
TODAY ALTHOUGHBUSINESS ACTIVITIES CONTINUED AS: USUALc ‘SOME 
PEOPLE DEPARTING CITYs BUT WE BELIEVETHEIR DEPARTURE 

MORE INDICATIVE. OF GENERAL CONCERN THAN OF HARD 
INTELLIGENCE THAT FEDERAL FORCES THREATENING ‘CITYo 
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“AMEMBASSY SEOUL @7° © >. ' se ee hE 
E : ( Me % See at { 
SEP RTAIRE (HERES | a T° esis 
CONF IDENT I , L MONROVIA 1193 ae, 


IN COURSE OF.A CALL ON PRESIDENT TUBMAN SEPTEMBER. 25 TO PRESENT NEW 
AiD DIRECTOR, I GAVE SUBSTANCE OF USG’ SUPPORT ° FOR OAU CONSULTATIVE 
MISSION ON NIGERIA AS OUTLINED DEPTEL: 41867% 1 ALSO USED THIS 

' OCCASION To GIVE BoUSTOENT, THE BACKGROUND ON KOREAN UNIFICATION AS 
OUTLINED Ca, 1939 SEPTs 8+ 1966s IN ACCOROANCE, WITH DEPARTMENT'S 
INSTRUCTION STATE TEL 91363. 
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FM AMCONSUL KADUNA. 

TO SECSTATE. WASHDC 485° 
INFO. AMEMBASSY LAGOS. 1913 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 249 
AMCONSUL: ENUGU 298 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 289 

DIA. 

CINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA 


CON FT :D EON T IAL KADUNA :391 


lo IN LONG ‘CONVERSATION. WITH -GONSOFF: SEPTEMBER 372 
YERIMA BALLA» FORMER ‘DEPUTY PRESIDENT ‘NEPUs ‘DISCUSSED: 
MINORITH- TRIBE ROLE IN FMG FIGHT AGAINST ‘OUUKWU .AS: WELL 
AS. PROSPECTS ‘FOR-N GERYA™ “DURING. ‘POST=WAR ‘PER IODe 


20 ON SUBJECT MINORITY TRIBE ROLE IN FMG.. ARMED: FORCES» 
BALLA GAVE FOLLOWING ‘BREAKDOWNS 


PAGE 2 RUTALS :3@1KK ‘C:O.N FE DE N Tee ses 

Ac OF 42590@ FMG TROOPS» 18/808 FROM MINORITY TRIBES 
OF ADAMAWA PROVINCE SUCH AS BURA» KILBA 139888 ‘TROOPS), 
BACHAMAs [t»MARGHI» AND. UBAs ‘TIVS OF -BENUE. HAVE PROVIDED 
85800 TROOPS» SHUWA OF -BORNU. AND::DAKAKARI OF NIGER PROVINCE 
HAVE: ALSO ‘PROVIDED .LARGE NUMBERS» TROOPS» BUT NIMBER OF | 
IDOMAs IGALA™AND.-ANGAS. (GOWON'S: TRIBE? SMALL» 

Bo -SOSCALLED: HAUSA PROVINCES HAVE PROVEDED ‘FEW SOLDIERS» 
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BALLA SAID KANO STATE RECRUITED 50@ OF: WHOM ONLY 25 
ACCEPTED AND TWENTY LATER DESERTED. - 

Co BALLA ASSERTED NO REPEAT NO YORUBA TROOPS NOW ON 
FRONT LINES» AND OXAT YORUBA TROOPS VERY: POOR SOLDIERS? 


30 =BALLA*ALSO- SAID THAT 252069 WORLD WAR II YETERANS 

NOW SERVING. IN. EMG ARMED FORCES AND THAT DEMOBILIZATION 
THESE VETERANS COULD BE MAJOR. PROBLEM POST = WAR PERIOD 
HARKING BACK TO ‘HIS.-OWN POST= WORLD: WAR I1° EXPERIENCE» 
BALLA SAID VETERANS: MUST BE GIVEN JOBS IN ‘POST > WAR PERIOD 
OR THEY WELL: THREATEN ANY GOVERNMENTs EVEN .GOSON "So -BALLA 
SAID THAT DURING HIS: VISITS TO MILITARY HOSPITALSo 

WOUNDED VETERANS ALREADY - ASKING WHY SOME OF THELR ‘NUMBER 


PAGE 3 RUTALS :301KK C:O NF I °D E:N T T-ALL: 
NOT MEMBERS. OF THIS OR qHat COUNCIL © 


4o BALLA OPTIMISTIC THAT: FMG WILL WIN WAR BUT BELIEVES: 
OUUKWU WILL FIGHT. TO ‘VERY END UNLESS ‘OVERTHROWN : ‘FROM 


WITHINo BALLA SAID THAT NEITHER GOWON ‘NOR MANY .ARMY 
OFFYCERS, ESPECIALLY THOS FROM MINORITY TRIBES» ‘WISH ‘TO: 
"CRUSH"®:.1BOSs AND FEEL: THAT 'FMG “CAN WORK: WITH ‘CERTAIN IBos 
TO REINTECRATE EAST INTO NIGERIAo 


5. ON: “AMERICANS @NIGERYAN RELATIONS» BALLA SAID ‘PUBLIC 

OPINION: IN ‘NORTH :MUCH IMPROVED: .AND UsSo ‘POSTTION iNOW: 

ACCEPTED. WPEN: :CONSOFF: RAISED POINT OF: STRONG FEELINGS: 

AMONG NORTHERN INTELLECTUALS» BALLA MENIMIZED THEIR: IMPACT 
SINCE HE SAID THEY -ARE. ‘CIVIL: SERVANTS WHO ‘RERLECT . ‘THEIR 
OWN: OPINIONS AND. NOT. THOSE: OF ‘THE: ‘PEOPLE . AT’ LARGE ° ‘HE 

NOTED» HOWEVER» THA NORTHERN ‘PEASANT ‘HAS ‘SIMPLE ‘VIEW 
OF OUTSIDE: ASSISTANCE. AND: OW RESPOND WITH "GOD BLESS: 
RUSSIA" ON SUBJECT OF DELIVERIES OF SOVIET AERCRAFT » 


60 BALLAs WHO INHOADUNA FOR MEETING NORTHERN STATES ‘CON= 
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SULTATIVE COMMITTEEs TRAVELLING TO LAGOS:.SEPTEMBER > (#) 


WHERE HE HOPED TO. SEE MAJGEN GOWONe JOSEPH TARKA REPORTEDLY 
ALSO IN KADUNA OVER WEEKEND. BUT DEPARTED SEP MBER.:24 FOR 
BENUE HOMELAND e 
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7 FROM: Amembassy BONN DATE: September 25, 1967 
fy TAS | SUBJECT : Biafran Student Demonstration in Bonn 
: . i AIR REF 
fy ARMY| CIA |-NAVY 
BB te | se | 5 
Hl _ OSD | uUSIA | NSA 
‘ei 33 3 About 70 Biafran students staged a pro-US demonstration outside the ‘Embassy 
al Seee on September 22. The students carried placards, thanking the US for its 
Sp ee ae neutrality in the Nigerian civil war, and attacking the British and Soviets 
a : — for providing military support to the Lagos government. The leader of the 
4 ., group, Dr. Uso Nwachukwu, presented a petition addressed to President. 
a . Johnson on behalf of the Biafran Student Union of the FRG. Nwachukwu, (who 
al said he was not related to the former Nigerian FonMin) told us he is 
4 president of this fledgling Ore eeLOn, which he claims already has sone 
a 2,000 members in the FRG. 
4 
ikl 
4 The text of the Biafran petition together’ with. details of our conversation 
Bho with Nwachukwu are enclosed. 
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“FM AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 

To SECSTATE WASHOC PRIORITY 1163. 
INFO AMEMBASSY LAGOS 239 


i a alee A aeee 


2" UNCLAS NIAMEY 489 
SUBJ! DIORI VISIT 


DIORI DEPARTED NIAMEY ‘ON SCHEDULE SEPTEMBER 23° FOR WEEKEND IN 
Bs _ PARTS PRIOR PROCEEDING US SEPTEMBER @5° “USTS 'HAS ‘GOOD MOVIES OF 
» - PALACE..DEPARTURE, AIRPORT CROWDS» TROOP -REVIEWs “FAREWELLS AT - 
f°. ATRPLANED ETCe pe a? tien 3 we eee 


DIORI TOLD AFP AT AIRPORT HE WAS PREPARED .ATTEND ‘SIX*NATION. 
_OAU CONSULTATIONS "IN LAGOS. ‘UPON FMG: REQUEST:.BUT NOTHING {YET 


18 ont DECIDEDe AFP: DESPATCH ‘FROM PARIS’ INDICATES “HE SUBSEQUENTLY: ~ °” 


Woe. “TOLD FRENCH! PRESS..A..LAGOS “MEETING SEPTEMBER 27. WOULD. BE "VERY: 


Balan HE SAID- HE COULD ‘SHORTEN HIS. TRIPs. 


AWKWARD" PINCE HE WAD TO: BE IN US: THENS, IF) MEETING WERE OCTOBER iS, 


| AFP. DESRATCH FROM LAGOS SEPTEMBER 23.REPORTS ENAHORO STATE= ee 
{ho . 0 MENTO THATONO DATE: YET FIXEO FOR! VISIT “OF CONSULTATIVE MlagiONs: 
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PLEASE PASS TO. PARKER FROM UKHC:.LAGOS: 


lo REFERNECE CeOs TELEGRAMS 2@81 AND 2@82.TO LAGOS: REPEATED 
O YOU THROUGH UoS* CHANNELS 


20 SUBJECT: STAFFING 


30 INGLEDOW.IS PLANNING TO FLY TO. DOUALA ON TUESDAY 
26 SEPTEMBER AND WILL ‘REACH BUEA ‘ON 28THe- 


40 PRESUME YOUR PLANS -FOR WILLIAMS. ‘TO ‘COME ‘OUT STILL: STAND: ; ; 
AND: WEPROPOSE: EXCHANGE SHOULD: ‘TAKE PLACE ON ‘29TH - 


5« DEVEREAUX COULD ALSO. BE REPLACED: AT SAME TIME ‘OF :CeO. 
(TO WHOM THIS: TELEGRAM IS: COPIED) COULD ARRANGE FOR TURNER 
TO BE IN DOUALA. BY 28 :‘SEPTEMBER». 


6° WE AND.CeO* WOULD BE GRATEFUL’ FOR YOUR VIEWS AND .RECOM~ 
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MENDATIONS ON: STAFF :CHANGES. IcEe DEPARTURES:.AND -RELIEFS: : 
OVER. NEXT MONTH:-OR'-SOs IN LIGHT OF!:¢0O° ‘TELEGRAM ‘NOo. 2081. 
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AND AGAINST BACKGROUND OF RECENT PRESSURE .ON YOUR OFFICE 


7e MAIL FOR BENIN WHICH YOU HOLD SHOULD..BE RETURNED TO 
US AT EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY. | 
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| BASIS FOR WITHDRAWAL: 
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te FOLLOWING FOR PARKER FROM ‘UK. HICOMs 
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20 GENERAL’ ‘PUBLIC: REACTING STRONGLY TO OUUKWU'S SPEECH 
ALLEGING ATTEMPTED COUP (ENUGU 548}0 .AT MEETING THIS: AFTER 
NOON AFTER WORK ‘CIVIL SERVANTS ARGUED FOR PUBLIC EXECUTION 
OF THOSE INVOLVEDs AND LEAFLETS. FROM ‘UNKNOWN :SOURCE: DEMANED 

PLOTTERS BE "FRIED ALIVE IN THE ENUGU STADIUM" o 
PUBLIC APPEARS GENUINELY STUNNED THAT ANYONE WOULD PLOT 
AGAINST BIAFRA AND OUUKWU. 
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GUNFIRE) :221 180: LOCAL © AS OF: THIS MORNING» ‘FORCE ‘HAD: ‘CLEARED 
ALL: ORGANIZED: ‘REST STANCE: iON. LINE: ORE BENIN« iWARRT o (COMMERCIAL: 


SOURCES WITH: ‘CONTACT WARRI -AREA.-SAY “FMGFORCES..AT IWARRI .AS OF 
MZDeMORNENG: TODAY’ INO IOFFICLAL: ‘CONF ERMATION ‘THIS’ ‘AS YET 
HOWEVER} o ‘RAPID: :MOVEMENT : THES “FORCE: MADE ‘POSSIBLE iBY “RACT 
TWO SPEC TAL: ‘TEAMS, ‘PUT ASHORE. BY ‘SMALL: ‘BOAT: IN’. ADVANCE FEDERA 
TROOPS. ABLE: SELZE-7WO ‘CRITICAL BRIDGES: INTACT 0 | ‘FLRST IWAS 
MAJOR ‘HEGHWAY : ‘BRIDGE OVER. ‘OL0GBO: CREEK ‘SOUTH . VILLAGE ‘OLOGBO 

{ B6D4NO540E) ‘ON iMAIN -BENIN/SAPELE/WARRI ‘'ROAD» ‘SECOND : BRIDGE 
SEIZED! INTACT WAS: ‘BRIDGE JON 3SAME IMIGHWAY ‘JUST INORTH:‘SAPEL'E 
OVER’ FORMIDABLE: BARRIER /BENIN: RIVER®s “THIRD :DTVESTOND. 

AFTER: LANDING? °D TVIDED ENTO. TWO: ‘COLUMNS+ ‘ONE IMOVENG INORTHEAST 
DERECTYON., .AGBOR'’s SECOND !MORVING WARRI .AREAo . AAVALLABLETTY 
TRANSPORT :SUBJECT ‘REQUISITION :HAS FURTHER -ENHANCED :ABIEITY 
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‘ON ROUTE: SIX AND:iNORTMWARD: IN'IMEDS WEST s ‘MUHAMMED &@S:3SECOND 

DIVistON. ALSO: MAKIENGiGOOD: ‘PROGRESS “ELEMENTS iSTX ‘BRIGADE ‘MOVI iG 

EAST ‘BEN EN/ AGBORROADHUHAVE” ‘REACHED: ‘VILLAGE: (OKEZE (D62ONO547E | 

APPROX TEN: ROAD: MILES: ‘EAST. ‘(OUTSKIRTS ™ ‘BENTN». ‘WHERE ‘BRIDGE 

BLOWN ‘OVER: ‘OKHUANTNE:: RIVERo \ONHER -ELEMENTS’. ‘THES BRIGADE 

MOV ENG SOUTH ‘BENIEN/SAPELE: ‘ROAD. ‘TOWARD: ‘THERD: (DEV ‘SEVENTH ‘ 
BRIGADE NEWLY’ ‘REDESEGNATED FROM:OKD - ‘FOURTH: ‘BRIGADE } ‘OF TWO 
| BNS: ‘MOVING: ‘EAST JOREYBENTN:: “ROAD: (CLEARING, AREA INORTH . AND | 
| SOUTH: OF - ‘ROAD®© “ROAD: iNOTOPEN .AS: YET AS SSIX ‘MAJOR ‘BRIDGES ‘ON 
i ROAD: ‘DESTROYED’ - -ETGHTH: ‘BRIGADE: UNEWLY | ‘REDESTGNATED ‘FROM ! 

Pre TH BRIGADE:) - AFTER: “RALL! ‘UBLAJA ‘DIVIDED : INTO: TWO: COLUMNS « 

ONE: ‘COLUMN: ‘MOVENG. ‘SOUTH! ‘UROMT/AGBOR: 2ROAD:: AND: ‘BY LAST: LE LGHT 
2i ‘SEPIN AREA} VILLAGE: ‘EKPRON (B625NG617E:) ‘WHEL OM: APPROX - TWELVE 
ROAD! MILES: ‘NORTHEAST -AGBOR®» ‘SECOND: ‘COUUMNi THES: ‘BRIGADE ; 
MOVING ‘SOUTH FROM: UBLAJA. ‘TOWARD: ,ASABAAND:: ‘BEL YENED: IN? VECINIT { 
ViLLAGE:: ‘EBUi (8629N8637E)) ‘WHICH ION: ‘SECONDARY ‘ROAD INET ‘ONL’'Y “FEW 
MELES: ‘WEST: iNFGER: ‘RIVER. AND. APPROX. TWENTY ‘MILES iNNW 
ASABAo BOTH: ‘THESE: ‘COUUMNS: ‘NOW OPERATING: I'N .ASSUMED 
HOSTILE: IKE LBO: ‘TERRITORY «. : 


SECRET 


Authority” L 


py Mes RA Date _| 


‘SECRET 


PAGE @3. 2390132 


PAGE:-4:RUTALS '@829/1CC:S E:C RET 

Do :ON NSUKKAZENUGU-FRONT ‘FEDERAL FORCES::SOUTH ‘UMULLUMGBE» 

ON ROUTE THREE APPROX iNTNE ‘MILES (NORTH ‘NINE ‘MILE ‘CORNERs» 
MEETING STRONG: EASTERN ‘RESISITANCE® ‘ONE ‘SUBSTANTIAL: ENUGU 
FORCE COUNTER: ATTACK AGAINST FEDERAL: FORCES ‘HAS BEEN ‘RERULSED 
FEDERAL: REINFORCEMENTS ‘NOW MOVING ENTO::AREA TO’ INCREASE “FEDER . 
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TOWARD: ENUGUs . ‘COMMAND. ‘STRUCTURE ENUGU .ARMY .NOW BEL TEVED AS 
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TO::HAVE: CEASED - ‘TO. EXIST AS FIGHTING UNIT) FYFTY. “FIVE BRIGADE. 
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Newspaper Editor Relates His Observations and Impressions of 
: Fighting on the Enugu Front 
AIR . 
o , 
ARMY CIA NAV 
3 Z P| Ss "the following commentary was given to the reporting officer on September 17) 
a ape > | 1967, by Mallam Kagu Damboa, Northern regional editor for the Morning Post, 
25 ¢#|3 | who returned to Kaduna on September 17 after spending three weeks onthe — 
ae 3S] Nsukka-Enugu front accompanying Federal troops. 


Major political aspects of 
his commentary have been reported by telegram (Kaduna 280). Much of his 


commentary is of historical interest only but it does provide an on~theespot 
description of the war as seen through the eyes of a Northern Nigerian 

correspondent. Major points in Mallam Kagu's commentary are the psycholog- 
ical impact of bombing by Biafran planes, the Federal reliance on World War 
IT veterans as front line fighters, the treatment of civilians in the combat 


area, and the disparaging view held by Northern officers and men of the 
Yoruba role in the current conflict. 


THESE 


Mallam Kagu's commentary is summarized as follows: 
le Errors by Both Sides 
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Ojukwu committed his seasoned soldiers to the defense of Nsukka and in 
doing so, lost the bulk of his regular soldiers. This was a major mistake 
on Ojukwuts part and he must now rely on unseasoned, ill«trained recruits 
for his forces. Nsukka, according to Damboa, was well defended with well- 
entrenched defense works including concrete pillboxes. The fight for 
Nsukka, according to Mallam Damboa, lasted six days and Federal troops did. 
not move from Nsukka, despite claims to the contrary, for nearly two months 
because they were short of men, equipment and ammunitione 
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On the other hand, said Mallam Damboa, the FMG almost made a fatal mis- 

take by committing whole units of young recruits early in the war, thereby 
losing one battalion which was "wiped out." He asserted that the recruits 
and the regular soldiers are poor fighters, but the World War II veterans 
are the best soldiers in Nigeria and they saved the dey on the Nsukka front. 
Consequently new units no longer consist entirely of recruits but are a 
mixed lot of veterans and recruits. 


According to Damboa, veterans are doing most of the fighting on the Nsukka- 
Enugu front. They do not break and run, he said, and they are so calm that 
they continue eating if firing begins, stating that "the Ibos are blind" 
and cannot shoot accurately. The veterans also enjoy fighting in the rain 
and in the jungle, he said, because many of them learned to fight in the 
Burma jungles. Unfortunately, he continued, the veterans, many of then 
gray-haired, tire easily and are susceptible to pneumonia. 


2. The chological act of Bombin 


Mallam Kagu Damboa described in some detail the effect of bombing by the 
Biafran Air Force. Bombs killed relatively few Federal troops but the 
psychological effect was tremendous. Even the older veterans were terrified, 
saying that they would gladly fight the Ibo on the ground but they could not 
Light both the Ibo and the "vultures," the word they used in Hausa to des- 
eribe the B-26s. Mallam Damboa said that air attacks came daily, usually 
between 5 p.m. and 7 pem. and the morale of the troops dropped to "zero," 
Damboa said that "if Ojukwu had had six more planes he could have won the 
war." Then, Damboa continued, the bombing stopped and the planes were not 
seen for two days, then three, at which point the older soldiers said, "let 
us go to Enugu." Mallam Damboa said he had experienced one bombing attack 
where Biafran planes had dropped "sixty-four" bombs, but only one man had 
been killed and several wounded. Psychologically, he said he and the soldiers 
were terrified~-some running for the bush, others emptying their automatic 
weapons into the sky in a futile attempt to hit the "vulture." The troops 
were so agitated, he claimed, that they would have shot any Nigerian Air 
Force personnel found in the battle area. 


30 Discipline and the Officers 


Mallam Damboa said discipline among the Federal troops was "non-existent" 
but the officers know this and simply -givethe“troopepereral task assign= 
ments which the NCO's then carry out. He expressed scorn at any officer 
above the rank of captain since, as he put it, the majors spend the day 
looking at maps while the captains and lieutenants carry the battle. He 
claimed that some officers no Jonger wear shoulder insignia since the other 
ranks ignore it anyway. 
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When asked how many Federal officers had been killed, Mallam Damboa thought 
awhile and said, "seven, including Captain Yeldu, the only Sokoto-born 
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officer on the front.'' When I asked about other officers whom I know, he 
responded that Captain (now Major) Waziri was in Nsukka and Major Gin with 
his Recce Squadron was headquartered in Oturkpo. Nsukka, he contimed, is 
being used as a training center. 


4. The Ikem Firefight 


Mallam Demboa then described a recent firefight at Ikem in which he was a 
frightened participant. Eighty IMG troops under the command: of Major 
Shande (formerly 5th Battalion, Kano), along with Damboa, entered Ikem only 
to find themselves surrounded by Biafran troops. The firing began in the 
morning and lasted six hours. During that time the Federal troops ran out 
of ammunition except for a few rifle clips. Major Shande then sent a 
driver and a Landrover to run a gauntlet of fire to obtain ammunition and 
mortarse The driver was succéssful and with renewed vigor and a mortar 
attack by the FMG troops, the Biafran force withdrew. Mallam Damboa said 
he personally counted fifty-two dead Ibos,. 


There was no question in Mallam Damboa's mind that the Biafran Army would 
be crushed if they only would stand and fight. There favorite tactic, he 
said, is to fire and retreat, fire and retreat. He said that the Biafran 
soldiers sometimes begin firing at 2 a.m. in the morning in order to draw 
return fire for Biafran mortars to zero in on. But, he continued, the 
veterans are too smart and begin to creep toward the source of firing. 
After sometime the Ibos leave their positions, believing that no Federal 
troops are in the area since there was no return fire. At that point, 
Mallam Damboa said, the Ibo troops usually walk into Federal troops awaiting 
their advance, 


Mallam Damboa said that some Calabar soldiers were fighting side-by-side 
with the Northern troops. He said that Calabar troops fighting under 
Ojukwu readily surrendered and were then placed in POW camps where planted 
informers separated the loyal from those disloyal to the FM. Loyal. 
Calabari were either sent to help in hospitals or were integrated into 
fighting units, 


e Federal Army Treatment of Civilians 


On the subject of civilian casualties Mallam Danboa said that Federal troops 
were now shooting most Ibo civilians on sight, including women and children, 
except for women with babies in their arms. Initially, he contimed, the 
Federal troops observed the rules laid down by Gowon on the treatment of 
civilians and civilians were not shot or harassed. In fact, he contimed, 
Federal troops used to rely on local villagers opinion in determining the 
credentials of a captured suspect. Then, after the takeover of the Mid-West 
by Biafran forces, Federal troops heard stories to the effect that Ibo 
soldiers had killed any and all Northerners that they found residing in the 
Mid-West. Since that time, he claimed, Federal troops have been shooting 
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Ibo civilians on sight. Mallam Dambos said he had counted ninety bodies 
of women killed by Federal troops in one sector. He said that some Ibo 
civilians formerly worked for the FMG forces at Nsukka and the FM pro- 
vided the workers with rations. Then the Army discovered an attempt to 
poison the water, at which point the troops shot all Ibos remaining in 
Nsukka except for one old woman who has become a permanent fixture on the 
Nsukka front. 


Some civilian casualties, said Damboa, were caused by unsuspecting civilians 
who believed Enugu broadcasts and returned to their home villages, believing 
them devoid of Federal troops only to blunder into FMG troops. 


6. A Northern View of the Yoruba 


Mallam Damboa spoke disparagingly of the role of the Yoruba in the war. 
"While Northern troops kill one hundred Ibos for every Northerner lost, 
even the Ibos kill ten Yoruba for every Ibo lost." Damboa asserted that 
no Yoruba unit is now on the front and that seven hundred Northem troops 
had been quickly transferred to the Western front to stem the Ibo tide. 
Of those seven hundred, he continued, three hundred had remained at Tlorin 
to guard Jebba bridge and four hundred had carried the brunt of fighting 
on the Western front. 


Mallam Damboa claimed that Northern soldiers and officers have not for- 
gotten the wavering stand of the Yoruba prior to the secession of Ojukwu's 
regime and he said that some Northern troops and officers talk about 
"punishing the Yoruba." He concluded that ‘no one should kid himself that 
this is a fight between the East and the rest of Nigeria. It is a fight 
between the North and the Ibo," 


Te The Tribal Composition of the Federal Army 


Mallam Damboa claimed that the majority of the Federal Army's infantry are 
of Northeast State origin (Damboa is a native of Bornu Province, Northeast 
State). Many of the Federal soldiers are natural{zed Nigerians who were 
born in the Chad Republic, he claimed, and a sizable number of soldiers 
are of the Dakakari tribe.(comment: the Dakakari are a minority tribe from 
the Zuru Federation In Nigér Province, The Dakakari, like the Jukun, Tiv 
and Bachema from the Benue valley, are renowned as fighters.) 


8. Comment: Mallam Kagu Damboa is well known to the Consulate. A 
flamboyant egotist, very outspoken and individualistic in manner, Mallam 
Kagu is prone to exaggerate, but at the same time his previous judgments 
of public opinion in Northern Nigeria have proven to be valid. His 
assertions that Northern officers and men talk of punishing the Yoruba 
should not be discounted. 
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DEPARTMENT PLEASE REPRODUCE ENCLOSURE AND TRANSMIT TO INFO ADDRESSES. “] 
PLEASE PASS LABOR AND USIA. 
se Transmitted as an enclosure is a letter of protest from the "Workers 
ASK Ol Revolutionary War Council of Biafra" concerning British and Soviet 


"military intervention" in the Nigerian Crisis. 


Mr. Wilson Mornu, "Revolutionary Secretary" of the Council (and a leader 
of the communist-oriented trade union movement in "Biafra"), requested 
that a copy of the letter be forwarded to the General Secretary of the 
KFL-CIO. The Department may wish to honor Mr. Mornu's request. 


While most of the other signatories are not known to the Consulate, 


osc Harry Warrington Ugwuala was once Chairman of the Enugu branch of the 
es Socialist Workers and Farmers Party and Eboney Okpa was the Regional 
« Secretary of the Nigerian Trade Union Congress. 
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. WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY WAR COUNCIL OF BIAPRA y 
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Ref: No, WRWC - HEAD OFTICH: 
33, Z2ik Avenue, 
Uwani —- Enugu. 
5th September, 1967. 
Consxl, 
The American @sunfee, 
Ogui Road, 
Enugu. - 
Sir, 
PROTEST NOTE AGAINST ANGLO/SOVIET 


ARMED INTERVENTION TN THE 
NIGER TA/ BIAFRA WAR. 


I am directed to forward to you a copy of our 
Protest Note Ref: No, WRWC/867/1 dated ist Septeiber, 
1967 which was unanimously adopted at the recent Mass 
Rally of over 10,000 Workers in Enugu, for urgent tran- 
smission to the General Secretary, American Federation 
of Labour/C ongress of Industrial Organisations in U.S.A. 

t may interest you to know that the "Workers 
Revolutionary War Council" of Biafra is an arm of the 
Joint Action Committee of Trade Unions which controls 
all National and Industrial Unions in the young Renublic. 


Thanks for co~operation. 


Yours,f pee |) 


Cru a! 


Wilson Mornu, 
Revolutionary Secretary; 
(WRWC ). 
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i Ref, No.WRWC/867/1 ‘Head Office: 

- 33 Zik Avenue, 

| Uwani ~- Enugu, 
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| [SU september, 1967. 
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The Chairman, 
Gentral Committee of . 
Trade Unions USSR, MOSCOW. 


j The General Secretary , 
British Trade Union Congress, 
London ° 


The Chairman, | 

: Central Committee, 

‘ Communist Party of Soviet Union, 
Moscow. 
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Thro' and Copy: 


i The Chief Secretary to the Military Government , 
Bnugu - Biafra. 


Sir, 


3 --“Bpores? NoT AGAINST ANGLO -- SOVIET RUSSIA 
| ARMED INTERVENTION IN THE SE EaTNT WAR: 


We, the undersigned leaders of various Trade Union 
Organisations in the Republie of Biafra representing over 
6,000,000 Workers, are directed to express our vehement 
indignation, profound dismay and: ‘shocking ‘Gisappointment at 
the Anglo-Soviet Russia armed intervention’ dn the Nigontey 
Biafra War. |. ie Bae. es 

We have received confirmed reparte thet the governments 
Aafia peoples of Britain and the Soviet Russia have provided 
massive military assistance including the supply: of tech 

nical personnel to the lagos Military Junta, headed by Tie 
del. Yakubu Gowon in furtherance of Nigerian war of AgEres~ 
= ton. against the young Republic. of Biafra, - 
ake: ce -entire vonione ot Biafra POEOTS Soviet Russia! 8. 


z net i 
an 


; shameless: opportunism, The soviet faiceta Wilitary inves. 
; ment. dn ‘the W 


igerte/Biafra | war is diametrically opposel Yo. 
: ': at -the-basic- principles” “and ‘practice , of. Marxism Leninism, Such ' 
armed intervention clearly etande discredited before the . 
laws of social development so implicit in the dialectics of 
history.. It may interest _ you to. “know that leading Marxian 
political scientists in Biafra and ‘beyond have since identi-~- 
fied the crucial issues involved in the Nigeria/Biafra War. 
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This War is the monstrous creature of world imperialism mae 
inspired by the foreign monopoly combines and finance 
capital. It is a war between the Bolsheviks (Biafrans) and 
the Mensheviks (Hausa/Fulani Hierarchy) of Nigeria. It is a 
revolutionary war being waged between the spineless forces 
of imperialist reaction and their notorious compradore on one 
hand and the combined progressive forces of revolution spear- 
headea by the Biafran National united front which is composed 
of intellectual bourgoisie, the broad masses of the working 
people and the entire peasantry, on the other hand. Indeed 
this revolutionary war is basically provoked by the contra- 
| dictions inherent in a feudal/bourgeois Society such as 
‘ Nigeria. 
: or It is, therefore, most inconceivable that the progressive 


Soviet people can ever join forces with the world imperialism 

backed by decadent Britain to promote the cause of outmoded 

feudalism in Nigeria in a futile attempt to exterminate over : 
44,000,000 dynamic and progressive people of a categorised 

: petty bourgeois state such as Biafra which is the promise of 


new Africa in the road to socialism. We are at loss to 
believe that the great Soviet Government and people have fal~ 
len a prey to the foul propaganda and tendentious falsehood 
which the Gowon Military Government has continued to dish out 
to the world information media with copious intensity. 
The Soviet Russian armed intervention in the "War" which 
Lt. Col. Gowon once described as "Internal Affair" is an open 
admission of the failure of the Russian diplomacy and inter- 
national relations in Black Africa because it appears that 
the great Russian Government has allowed itself to be used as 
a vicious tool by the agents of neo-colonialism. It is even 
more painful when one remembers that both Soviet Union and 
Britain were signatories to the U.N.O famous convention | 
against the perpetration of hideous genocide in any part of 
ae the world. | 
We, therefore, strongly condemn in most unmistakable 
terms Anglo/Soviet Union military assistance to the Gowon 
Government which constitutes a criminal warrant for genocidal 
brutality. This bloody armed deal has invariably betrayed 
the lofty ideals of the world socialist movement which had 
i been acclaimed as thebulwark of freedom and democrcy for the 
oppressed peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin~America. 
lh. The British Military assistance to the Gowon military 
Junta has also shocked the conscience of the wuole world. We 
regard the British armed intervention as an act of bad faith. 
It has exposed the moral bankruptcy of the British diplomacy. 
The British people always make capital out of their so called 
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cherished traditions for freedom and democracy, rule of aia 
justice and fair play. What ostrich hypocrisy? The British 
international prestige has really fallen from grace to grass. 
The British economic considerations in Nigeria, no doubt, 
have out-weighed her sense of judgement. This is most de- 
plorable indeed. The British Government has failed to 
topple by force the illegal regime of Mr. Ian Smith in 
Rhodesia simply because the shoe is on the other leg. The 
same British Government has equally failed to enforce effece 
tively U.N.O. mandatory economic sanctions against Apartheid 
South Africa. The British imperialist has double standards © 
or values for things African. No wonder Britain joined 
Gowon murderous clique to crush the noble aspiration of 
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Biafrans to lead a separate existence. 
We, in Biafra, have always extended our hand of fellow- 
ship to British investors. We have always given wonderful 
patronage to British establishments and extended warm 
hospitality to the British nationals in our midst. The 
Workers of Biafra note with great astonishment that the 
British Government and her people have supported the mad 
ambition of the Hausa/Fulani hierarchy to murder all 
Biafrans in their own homes. It is regrettable that Great 
Britain has abdicated her premier position to mediate in the 
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Nigerian crisis. 
5s All reasonable peoples of the world cannot but support 
the heroic struggles of Biafra for survival. 

The heroic nationalism generated by the leading nationa- 
4 lists of Biafran origin terminated British imperialism in 
Fi Nigeria. We had sustained the national Unity of Nigeria with 
: our sweat and tears. We built the economy of Nigeria with 
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our man-power resources. 

In January, 1966, the armed forces in Nigeria seized 
power and overthrew the corrupt civilian regime. This 
He ‘ drastic action received World wide acclamation. Between 29th 
July and 29th October 1966, the Northern vandals in a ruth- 
less bid to enthrone feudalism and ensure Hausa/Fulani 
hegemony, staged a counter coup de-tat. In consequence over 
30,000 workers, men,- women and children of Biafran origin 
were massacred in offices, factories, workshops, Railway 
stations, churches and hospitals in Northern Nigeria. Over : 4 
one and half million workers and businessmen of Biafran f 
origin were also forced out of Nigeria and they returned to 
Biafra as refugees in miserable poverty. The Federal military - 
Government instead of rehabilitating the displaced workers, 
‘numbering over 1,000,000 dismissed them from the services with 
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fanfare and without remorse. 
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The Nigeria Military leaders later went to Ghana to sue for 
peace but Lt. Col. Yakubu Gowon refused bluntly to honour Aburi 
Accord which could have restored peace and normalcy to the 
country. 
6. His Excellency Lt. Col. C. Odumegwu Ojukwu, the Governor 
and Head of State of Biafra Republic is the symbol of peace and 
popularity... He is not a military dictator like rebel Yakubu 
Gowon and his reactionary clique in Lagos. Governor Ojukwu 
represents the revolutionary spirit of our struggle and he 
commands the tremendous loyalty, confidence and support of the 


broad masses of our people. 
It will be recalled that on the 14th of May, 1967, over 


~500,000 workers, farmers, students and traders who massed at 


the Enugu Sports Stadium, did pass an irrevocable resolution 
which mandated Governor Ojukwu to proclaim the Republic of 
Biafra. This demand was also approved by the consultative 
Assembly of Chiefs and leaders of our people which met in Enugu 
on 26th May, 1967. In keeping with the indomitable will and 
declared wishes of our people, Governor Ojukwu proclaimed Biafra 
as a Sovereign and Independent Republic on the 30th May, 1967. 

To Why should the Soviet Union support the forces of feudalism 
which is the political personality of the Lagos reactionary 
ruling class? The demised Nigerian Federal Government controlled 


_ by the Northern people's congress and led by the late Sir. Ahamadu 


Bello was against the establishment of Russian Embassy in Lagos. 
They rejected also Russian Scholarship Awards to Nigeria then. It 
is on record that the progressive politicians from former Eastern 
Nigeria now called Republic of Biafra pressurised the dethroned 
Federal Government to pursue a policy of friendship with the 
Government and people of Soviet Union. 
; The Soviet Government should take a census of Nigeria/Biafra 
students population in USSR... It is an established fact that 
Biafran students out-number those of Northern Nigeria students 
undergoing various courses of studies in Russian Universities 
such as Patrice Lumumba Friendship University, and Moscow State 
University respectively. The Biafran people have distinquished 
themselves in various intellectual disciplines in various world 
institutions of higher ‘learning because our love for knowledge 
trenscends ideological frontiers and social systems. Does Soviet 
Union want to build a feudalistic dictatorship instead of a _ 
"dictatorship of the proletariat" in Nigeria? The pseudo marxist 
tactic now being applied is a negative approach, 

The objective stand of the Government of USA and her people 
deserves special commendation. We wish the Russian and British 
people should follow this fine display of sound maturity by the 


USA government and her people, 
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As far as we the toiling masses of Biafra are concerned, we 
believe that it is the historic mission of the working class to 
guard jealously the great edifice of freedom and democracy. We 
vouchsafe to build a free Society based on equality, peace and 
Justice for all. The Fed. Republic of Nigeria is dead. 

In conclusion, we urge the Governments and peoples of 
Britain and the Soviet Union to recall with immediate effect all 
military assistance to the Gowon Federal Government. Unless 
this is done, we shall continue to regard Britain and Soviet 
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Union and their collaborators as enemies of progress. 
We remain, 


Your,..comrades in apme 
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: Revolutionary Secretary ; 
WRWC & National President, W.RoW.C. & National Secretary, : 


Biafra Civil Service Union. Biafra Union of 
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National President, Administrative Secretary, 
Biafra Union of Railwaymen ¢& Joint Action Committee of Trade 
‘Joint Chairman, Unions of Biafra & National 
Joint Action Committee of Secretary Biafra Civil Service 

Trade Unions Union. 
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i Eo N. AMOBI . O. O. OKHREKE 
President Posts & Telecommuni- General Secretary, 
cations Workers, Federation Merchantile Workers Federation 


and Joint Chairman J.A.C. 
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National President (P.W.A.T. National Sécretary,  . 
and G,W.U.). Biafra Trade Union Congress & me 
Joint Secretary J oAcG o 
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President Merchantile Workers Wational Secretary (P.WeA.ts | 


Pederation. = G.W.U.) 


, ‘ Ny Se. 
Jo do MADU ; 
epee General, Coal Miners = . mee 
National Secretary, Biafra Coal : : t 
Union & J .A.Co Treasurer. Mine int one | 
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~G. N. O. ASOMUGHA a Ge AKPAN 
National President, Biafra — Secretary Biafra Electricity : 
Library Staff Union. Workers Union. : 
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Secretary General, 
American Federation of Leboiix/Congress. of : 
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United Nations Organisation, 
New York, ’ 
United States of America. —., 


Secretary General, ee a 
Organisation forr Ateicanctnaty, Pee 
Addis~—Ababa,. alia ae oe 
Ethiopia. ‘ Vet 


The State Secretary, 

Council of Ministers, 

German Democratic Republic, 
Berlin, ces a ae - 


The Secretary, er ae es 
Socialist Unity Party of Germano e Ae Wee ae 
Berlin, 

German. Democratic Republic. 


The “Prime Minister, Polish Peoples Republic,. 
Warsaw I, Poland. 2 


The Secretary, oP tice Ee one ie ies 
The Free German Youths (RD), EE GO es 
Berlin. German Democratic Republice | AD az 
The Secretary,. 


Warsaw I, Poland. 


“The Sécretary, 


The Confederation of Free ‘Gebman’ Trade’ ‘tiniom, f 


(FDGB), German Democratic Republic.’ 


The Prime Minister, eer ee ae 
Hungarian Peoples Republic, 
Budapest, -HUNBArY. - 
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The Secretary, : ek oe 
Central Council of Trade Unions, “'~; 
Budapest, Hungary. : 


The Central Committee of He Communist Party ' oe 
Hungary, oe “Hungary. - : 
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The Prime ‘Minister, ce AUT ye 
Czechoslovakia Peoples Republic,’ £7" 
Prague, Czechoslovakia. - Sp we 


The Secretary, 
Central Committee of the Czechoslovakia Ceiimunist, ~ 
Party, Pargue, Czechoslovakia, . 


The Secretary, 


Central Council .«f the Czecheslovakia Trade Union 
Prague, Czecheslevakia, . 


The Prime Minister, . 


Bulgarian Peoples» Republic, - 


Sofia, puleeriee 


a Rage ROS Sei phan otis . 


“Aathor sty’; Fh 
B 


oi MA RA Date _ 


BASES ete ae ea 


area: 


ec ee err nent open tl bith ORE OATS ste Ss ienv TI : 
pro SDE ASP See ADU eh RE A ESTERS SN TRAIT ena erred ations secret’ 


a siege Nn tw AZ oan geen 


Se Ree erat cect tet Seem 2 


EIR 


ue 


4 8. 


19. 
20. 
ai. 
22.6 
23, 
ale 
25. 


26. 


ae 


28. 


29. : 


+, 
ee DS ; 
The Secretery, 
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Sofia, Bulgaria, **' me & bee 
The Prime Minister, . 
Rumanian Peoples Republic, 
Bucharest, Rumania, 
The Secretary, mae 
Central Committee of the Communist Farty ee PL og > 
Rumania, Bucharest, RULER, ee ee ae 
The Secretary, ee 
Central Council of Trade Unions, 
Bucharest, Rumania, ‘ 
The Prime Minister, 7 
Cuban Peoples Republic, = ~* 
Havana, Cuba. 
The Secretary, ace ae 
Gentral Gommittee of the Cuban Communist Party, 
Havana, Cuba. ‘ tamer Ss 
‘The Secretary, 
Central Council of the Cuban Praae’ Unions, 
Havana, Cuba. ¥ 
The Prime Minister, 
Yugoslavia Peoples Republic, pan oe 
Belgrade, . Yugoslavia. - ce uae foe - 
The Secretary, ee S et, on, 
Central Committee of the Yugoslavia Communist Panty, 
Belgrade, Yugoslavia. ao Ne : . 
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Central, Council: of Yugeslay, Trade Unions’. Vie 
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FYI Dept highly gratified by formation OAU six-nation Consultative 
Mission on Nigeria. While we recognize problems which aieeten will 
face in light current FMG attitudes, we nevertheless remain 
hopeful that it will be able to play constructive role in 

advancing prospects for peaceful settlement. We recognize further 
that, even if there is improvement in FMG attitude toward mission, 
there may be problems with '"Biafrans.'' Nevertheless, formation of 
mission regarded here as highly significant as aia 
dramatic and potentially effective step: toward African involvement 
in Nigerian crisis. 


In these circumstances, Dept regards it most important that 
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USG avoid any implication that we were behind this development or 
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[~ that we somehow associated with it. We strongly believe its cecenseed 
for success will be greatest to extent it is and remains an African 
initiative and an African operation. At same time, we would not rpt 
not wish any of six nations involved to feel that our failure to 
express gratification at this development implied any lack of interest 
or support on our part. «# END FYI 

Bearing foregoing considerations in mind, addressees are requested 
in their discretion to find early high level opportunity to discuss 
mission confidentially along following lines: 

1. USG deeply gratified that African states have anua this timely 
initiative and wishes it all success. 

2. USG has always felt that wveaent conflict in Nigeria would yield 

to peaceful solution primarily to extent that it is recognized and 
accepted as an African problem, It is for this reason that USG has 
tried its utmost to avoid any involvement that might complicate 
situation. 

3. USG continues believe its most effective and appropriate role is 
ée- ena involvement or detracting in sas way from African character 
this initiative. 7 ar | 
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[ 4, At same time, USG wishes African members of mission to know 


that their efforts not only have fullest USG goodwill but that if 
at any time they feel there are ways in which we could appropriately 


be helpful, we hope they will not fail quietly to discuss matter 


with us. 


END, 


-KATZENBACH 
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30 ON CREATION "REPUBLIC OF BENIN (LAGOS 2722), ODUMOSU 
SAID THIS WHAT VICTOR BANJO WANTED TO DO AY BEGYNNENG .AND 
He WAS REPLACEDo CREATLON NEW "REPUBLIC" THES TIME was 
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40 GOWON NOT FOLLOWING ADVICE OF FEDERAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL» 

AS EXAMPLE», ODUMOSU a TED APPOINTMENT LY COL GEORGE ‘T. ‘KURUBO! 
NAF AS NIGERIAN AMBASSADOR USSR {LAGOS 2309 '2548}0 SUPPOSEDI'Y 
FEDEXCON HAD AGREED ‘THAT KURUBO SHOULD NOT BE 
NAMED AMBASSADOR USSR AS HE TOO UNSTABLE AND UNRELIABLE 

SEND SENSITIVE poo MOSCOW: HOWEVER» “KURUBO MANAGED 

TALK GOWON OUT .CHANGE OF ASSIGNMENT AND YS ‘STILL 

GOING USSRo 
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EMBASSY NOTED FMG ISSUED PRESS RELEASE ON PRESS 
CONFERENCE IN ‘CAIRO BY NIGERIAN AMBASSADOR !NGILERUMA 
WHICH REITERATED ANTI®AMERICAN ALLEGATIONS ‘WHICH EMBASSY 
HAD REFUTED SOME TIME AGO» TODAY STATE DEPARTMENT ‘NOTED 
SIMILAR ACTIVITIES NIGERIANS IN ‘DAKAR AND -BONNo ALL ‘THIS 
| COULD AROUSE UNFORTUNATE REACTTIONS IN US ‘UNLESS IT -BROUGHT 
UNDER CONTROL « | 


2° ENAHORO SAID ‘HE NOT AWARE THAT ANY INSTRUCTION ‘HAD BEEN 
GIVEN THEIR EMBASSIES ENGAGE IN SUCH ACTIVITIES» BUT HE WOULD 
CHECK TO SEE WHAT "INFORMATION BOYS" MIGHT HAVE :DONEo 

FINALLY HE SAID "WE WILL PUT A STOP TO IT", 
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Fi4d AMCONSUL IBADAN ae 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC ‘PRIORITY 387 a 
©NFO AMEMBASSY LAGOS ° PRIORITY AAS OF 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 288 — 
AMCONSUL ENUGU 343 
AMSONSUL KADUNA .345 
CXNCLANT UNN 
CINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA UNN 
DrA UNN 
. UNCLAS IBADAN 182 
1s OFFICE WESTERN MILGOV. BRIG ADEBAYO ‘TODAY (21 ‘SEPT) 
ANNOUNCED "cooLIFTING :OF: euRRet IMPOSED ON’ IBADAN WITH EFFECT . 
FROM TONIGHTo 
| @o "MILLGOV ENCOURAGED TAKE THIS ACTION. IN VIEW. IMPROVEMENT 
‘SECURITY SITUATION NOT ONLY IN: IBADAN ‘BUT aLSO IN WESTERN 
. STATE AS WHOLE® 
{ 
| 
| | 
PAGE 2 IBADAN 182BB ‘UNCLAS , | i | | 
, ti 
3o “MILGOV ‘EXPRESSED THANKS ‘PEOPLE WESTERN STATE -FOR ‘COOPERATING 
IN ENFORCING CURFEW AND:.ADVISED THAT’AL THOUGH CURFEW 'HAS: BEEN | 
LIFTED. PEOPLE SHOULD ‘KEEP ‘OFF. ‘STREETS AS MUCH AS: POSSIBLE 
WISROYHAID BY 5/8 
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MONROVITA.-468 


AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 684 


AMEMBASSY ‘YAOQUNDE 711 : . 
CINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA 
CIiNCLANT f 
DIA ' 
AMCONSUL ENUGU 2199 M 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 1243 . ' 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 159 b 
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| fo MORNING PAPERS REPORT FMG FORCES: ‘CAPTURED BENIN 

CiTY LATE: ‘SEPT :280 -FMG ALSO REPORTEDLY ‘CAPTURED FOUR 
OTHER TOWNS IN MIDWEST» . INCLUDING ‘PORT ‘TOWN OF KOKO IN 
WARRI AREA (IN WHAT APPARENTLY AMPHIBIOUS: OPERATION) AND 
| UROM! NEAR UBIAJAo CAPTURE BENIN: ‘CITY “CAME ‘HOURS AFTER 

| PROCLAMATION "INDEPENDENCE" OF MIDWEST ‘STATE ‘BY MAJOR: 
QKONKWO5 FMG CLAIMS HEAVY REBEL: -CASUATLIES , AND ‘THAT 
FEDERAL TROOPS “GLADLY RECEIVED" ‘BY ‘CIVIL TAN ‘POPULATIONe 
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2o AT @899Z ‘SEP 21 BENIN RADIO: ‘BROADCAST ‘NIGERIAN 
DRUMBEAT AND ANNOUNCER ‘SAID "THIS Is. ‘THE NIGERIAN 
BROADCASTING | CORPORATION BROADCASTING: “FROM | ‘BENTNo"™ 
ANNOUNCER ‘SAID RADIO ‘WOULD ‘CARRY ‘SPECIAL: ‘STATEMENT BY 
COMMANDER :OF FEDERAL - FORCES. IN :MIOWESTs LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL MOHAMMED. AT 8839 ‘GMTe FBIS 
IS MONITORINGe -:MATHEWS 
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FM USDAO/LAGOS 

TO DIA WASHDC PRIORITY 
SECSTATE 


CENCSTRIKE e 
CINCLANT 
INFO ‘CIA WASHDC ~ 

DA : 
DA GRNC on 
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S.E C R'E T @399 SEP 67 ‘SGD ‘HALLIGANo ‘CQUNTRY 8 NIGER LA® SUBJECT 
UPDATE ‘CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL ‘SI TUATYONe ‘DIA FOR DIACO. 
CiNCSTRIKE -FOR ‘STRJ2=-Co ‘DA FOR ACSIo 
{o FOLLOWING AVAIL FROM .ARMY ‘HQ SOURCES ‘THIS iMORNEING: (21 SEP) 4 
As BENIN CITY ‘CAPTURED BY FEDERAL SIX ‘BREGADE ». TWO DIV> 
261880 SEP WHEN FEDERAL FORCES ENTERED -CY7Y FROM ‘EAST LOCAL 
BINT WELCOMED TROOPS IJUBILIANTLY 4 “SPORADIC ‘SHOOTING AND ‘HEAVY 
EXPLOSIONS HEARD iDURING INITEs IBO ‘HUNTING -AND ‘SOME .LOOTING 
REPORTED NITE ‘20/21 SEP» WHETHER BY “FEDERAL TROOPS ‘OR: .LOCAL» 
BENI NOT KNOWN (ELEMENTS “THIS SENTENCE ‘CONFIRMED ‘REPORTS 


PAGE ‘2 ‘RUTALS .2789CC''S EC RET 
RELIABLE EXPAT OBSERVER :ON SCENE)o EASTERN FORCES (ELEMENTS 
ENUGU'S ELEVENTH AND NINETEENTH 8NS) ‘FACING FEDERAL “FOURTH 
BRIGADEs TWO DIVs ORE ROAD WITHDREW EASTWARD THROUGH .BENIN 
DURING {9/20 SEPo BALANCE LEFT ALONG BENIN/SAPELE ‘ROAD 
EARLY PM 2g SEPo MOVEMENT FEDERAL ELEMENTS .ALONG ‘ORE ‘ROAD 1 
TO BENIN WILL BE :SLOW:DUE .LARGE NUMBER BRIDGES BLOWN» .AND i 
OTHER OBSTRUCTIONS. ON ‘ROADe- {ON ROUTE RECON EARLIER IN: YEARS. 

DATT COUNTED SIXTEEN BRIDGES VARIOUS SIZES BETWEEN ORE AND, 
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BENIN): {IT BELIEVEDs HOWEVER» IKPOBA BRIOGE .EAST BENIN 
UNDAMAGED} 0 

B> :UBILAJA .CAPTURED :29 ‘SEP-.AND ‘ELEMENTS FEDERAL FIFTH BRIGADE 
NOW WELL SOUTH IGUEBEN MOVING ON .AGBORe ‘COLONEL ‘MUHAMMED 
CLAIMS ‘CAPTURE ENTIRE MID#WEST ‘NORTH ‘ROUTE ‘SIX APART “FROM 
AGBOR/ASABA -AREAs MAJOR {NOW LTC} SAMUEL °X OGBEMUDIA NOW 
TEMP ADMINISTRATOR -BENINe (SEE PAR 3 ‘MY ‘SECRET/NOFORN MSG 
379 SEP 67)0 _— 

Co IN SOUTHERN PORTION MID=WEST STATE USOUTH ‘ROUTE SIX} 
ELEMENTS COLONEL ADEKUNLE®S THIRD DIV» ‘SUPPORTED -BY iNAVAL 
UNITS tOGOJA AND KADUNA} SEGURED ‘PORT KOKO :ON BENIN ‘RIVER 
261000 ‘HOURSe SOME NAVAL GUNFIRE DAMAGE ‘PORT INSTALLATIONS 
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REPORTEDs ‘THIS FORCE ‘NOW MOVING SAPELE TO :SOUTH EAST ‘WHICH 
ON WAY WARRIe« NO CONFIRMATION: YET ‘CAPTURE: :SAPELE® (MED=: 
WESTERN PERSONNEL SAY ‘THAT POSITION ANY -ENUGU TROOPS ‘STILL 
WARRI AREA NOW MUST BE ‘CONSIDERED ‘EXTREMELY PRECARIOUS» 
TERRAIN SUCH THAT: TROOPS 'MUST ‘STICK ‘TO ‘ROADS ‘TO ‘ESCAPE 

AND THESE .ALL‘GO° THROUGH ‘NON. 1B0 ‘TRIBAL . AREAS ‘WHERE : ‘POPULA= 
TION NOW BELIEVED EXTREMELY ‘HOSTILE ENUGU TROOPSo ‘SOURCES: 
SAY ‘TROOPS WILL HAVE 'HARD TIME MAKING -BRIOGE LASABA/ONITSHA} o 
OD» FEDERAL FORCES OPERATING ‘SOUTH. KOM. iOGOJA ‘PROVINCE? 
SOUTHEASTERN STATEs iNOW : ‘ENCOUNTER ING" ‘SOME: :OPPOSITEION ° FROM 
ENUGU FORCES ‘SOUTH CROSS ‘RIVER ON -EKANG (O54ON0849E) ‘CALABAR ‘ROADo 
Ec NSUKKAZENUGU ‘FRONT? NO ‘NEW ‘REPORTS. 

2o AIR -ACTIVITYs FOUR ‘PLANE MIG FLIGHT TKEJA ‘CARRIED ‘OUT 
ONE OFFENSIVE ‘SORTIE ‘TARGETS ‘BENIN/AGBOR ROAD 20 ‘SEP o 

3o REF PAR 4Bsa MY @3870 -ATLANTIC: DOCKED .ARARA ‘2 ‘SEP o 

CARGO SATO TO BE "HEAVY ‘CONSTRUCTION ‘STEEL 4 ‘WELL: WATCH» 
BUT COULD ‘BE STEEL REQUIRED FOR, PREORITY BRIDGING ‘JOBS 
COMBAT :AREAS e 

44 o ACTIVITY. ‘BONNY AREA: REF PAR -4C MY @383 ‘SEP o ‘VESSEL 
RETURNED LAGOS FROM BONNY 201400 LOCAL ‘SEPRo RE ACTIVITIES 
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Ac FMG SEVENTH BN BONNY CONSISTED SIX OFFICERS SIX 

HUNDRED EMo BN COMMANDER LTC ABUDi ABUBAKAR {HAUSA} iWHO 
TOLD SOURCE HE KNEW OJUKWU WELL AND BELIEVED HE "WOULD 

AND MUST FIGHT /TO.END". a 

Be SOURCE SAW NO-'PERMANENT ‘TYPE DEFENSIVE POSITIONS. BONNY 
AREAc BODE THOMAS, HOWEVER» ‘HAD BROUGHT SECOND BOFORS. 
*@MMAA ‘GUN BONNY LATE LAST WEEKe {BODE THOMAS ‘PICKED ‘UP: ONE 


HUNDRED GREEN TROOPS .ESCRAVOS “FOR BONNYo EN RETURN ‘TOOK 
ONE HUNDRED. SEASONED TROOPS BONNY To ESCRAVOS. THOMAS .ALSO 
TOOK NUMBER SAMLL ARMS “COLLECTED AT -BONNY" BACK ‘TO -ESCRAVOS 
Co ALTHOUGH OIL STORAGE TANK SET AP TRE :BY 'ENUGU :Bo26 _ 
APPROX THREE WEEKS AGO STELL:.BURNINGs THERE VERY LITTLE 
DAMAGE BONNY AREAo B«26 HAS NOT BEEN (OVER BONNY .AREA ROR 
THREE WEEKS (SINCE ATTACK ON OIL TANKS} AND NO ‘BLACKOUT 
BONNY AREA UNTIL :239@ HOURS ‘NIGHTLY: ‘THEN ‘POWER ‘SHUT ‘OFF 
Do NIGERIAN ‘NAVY ‘WANTS WARRIGI SCHEDULE iMOVE APPROX ‘TWO 
HUNDRED TONS SUPPLIES ‘PLUS TROOPS TO MID«WEST, POSSIBLY 
WARRIs "TOWARD END ‘NEXT WEEK"o (EN THES :CONNECTION» AND AS. 
EVIDENCE FMG INTENTIONS iMID=WEST» HARBOR ‘MASTER ‘SOURCES SAY 
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NIGERIAN NAT SHIPPING LINES VESSEL ‘DAN “FODEO ‘SCHEDULED 

DEPART LAGOS 221890 LOCAL SEP WITH APPROX TWO THOUSAND ‘TROOPS 
FOR ESCRAVOSe | a 

So SECURITY LAGOS: FOR ‘RAST 48 iHOURS ‘CIVILIANS :SUBJECTED 


PARTICULARLY TEDIOUS ROAD: BLOCKS .AND ‘CERTAIN AMOUNT aa . 
MAN*HANDLING BY ‘SOLDIERS ‘WHOs IN 'MAIN»s YOUNG ‘YORUBA ‘RECRUITS 
WITH FEW NCO'S AND FEWER OFFICERS» POLICE::REFUSE BE..ASSOCIATE 
WITH SOLDIERS: ON ROAD BLOCKS WHICH RESULTS IN ‘HOURS .LONG LINES 
AND ‘DELAYS AS INEXPERIENCED: TROOPS FUMBLE iWAY ‘THROUGH 

SECURITY TASKSe* “MANY .LONGs LOUD PROTESTS MADE ‘TO ARMY .AND 
POLICE: BY “FAIRLY ‘REPRESENTATIVE SAMPLING.LAGOS POPULATIONe. 
POLICE LEADERSHIP ‘HAS MADE ‘STRONG ‘PROTEST ARMY HG .AND ‘FMG ;HQo 
ONE ARMY HQ SOURCE THOUGHT “TIGHTENING ‘UP ‘WAS FORERUNNER ‘OF 
THINGS TO ‘COME IF AND WHEN OAU HEADS ‘OF ‘STATE“TEAM ARRIVES 
LAGOSe THERE ANOTHER RUMOR AROUND» HOWEVER, THAT "ARMY 
OFFICER" SHOT BY GROUP 1BO'S ASSASSINS ‘WHO ‘HAD- INFLETRATED 
LAGOS> ONE SUPPOSEDLY CAPTURED AND INFORMED :ON :REMAINDER# 
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HENCE SEARCH» (DATTs FROM GENERAL TONE ‘SEARCHES AY ROAD 
BLOCKS -AND SOMEWHAT FRENZIED ACTIONS ‘YOUNGER OFFICERS .AT 
ROAD BLOCKS» WOULD ‘NOT WRITE RUMOR OFF ‘COMPLETELY }e 
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LATE EVIDENCE TODAY IS THAT PROTESTS ‘HAVING EFFECT ON (CONDUCT 

SEARCHES» {WORD IS GOWON INFORMED GENERAL | SITUATION : -AND 
REACTIONS RUBLICe+ HE NOT HAPPY OVER MANNER IN WHICH ‘OPERATION 

CARRIED OUT WITH LITTLE ‘SUPERVISION AND ‘CONTROL o ‘HE ‘HAS 
ISSUED ORDERS "GET SITUATION STRAIGHTENED ‘OUT NOW ) 

60 LATE WORD. FROM ARMY HQ IS THAT ‘SAPELE FELL TO ‘FEDERAL: 
TROOPS EARLY THIS AFTERNOON 
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-@: PARKERS OFFICE YUST one, be ‘HE IN ‘SESSON WITH - 


a GE 2 ENUGU S38GG C oO NF. I D EN TIA. L 


OFFICE+® “SUFFICIENT TIME CAN ‘NOTOF ‘COURSE MEAN THE ‘USUAL. 0-0 2) fof 
‘PERIOON IT TAKES. TO GET MATTERS SETTLED. IN ‘WEST AFRICA AND oy . 
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le WE WILL SPECIFY HENCEFORTH THAT EMBASSY .LONDON PASS 
PARKER'tS MESSAGES TO COs AMONG OTHER THINGS ‘THIS WILL 
ENABLE ME TO SAY WITH STRAIGHT FACE IF ASKED BY .LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES THAT PARKER IS NOT REPEAT NOT 'USING ‘OUR 
CHANNELS FOR DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH LAGOSe WE WILL OF. 
COURSE INFO ALL MESSAGES TO EMBASSY RAgOs FOR WHATEVER 
DISPOSITION LAGOS PISHES TO MAKE o 


LOUIS MBANEFO (12992) ANO WILL BE: SEEING CHIEF SEC AKPAN- on 
AT \3tVZH#e WITH SIR LOUIS BACK TO REINFORCE AKPAN I | : 
PERSONALLY FEEL GOOD SENSE MAY PREVAIL IF: SUFFICIENT. 

TIME ALLOWED TO SORT THINGS OUT. RE THE SEIZURE OF 

PARKERS RADIO EQUIPMENT “AND OTHER. ACTIONS AGAINST iHIS: 


PARKER INDICATED THIS MORNING ‘THAT ‘HE. INTENDS APPLY CONSTANT 
PRESSURE FOR A SPECT STON, AWHILE: AT. SAME ule ‘PROCEED: ai 
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(SIC! WITH REGISTRATION NUMBER N9868C FILED FLIGHT PLAN FROM 


NATAL» BRAZIL TO ROBERSFIELDs LIBERIA DAKAR#S AIR TRAFFIC 
CONTROL CENTER ENTERED ALERT PHASE WHEN AIRCRAFT FAILED TO 
ESTABLISH RADIO COMMUNICATION WITH DAKAR ATRPORTACCORDING 79 
FLIGHT PLANe ALERT CANCELLED WHEN AIRCRAFT WAS REPORTED AS 


Hav iING LANDED AT ROBERSFIELD SAME DAYo NO ‘OTHER INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE LOCALLY:> 
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Io IN ‘BROADCAST g692 ‘GMT SEPT ‘28 ‘ON. ‘BENIN ‘RADTOs iMAJOR 
ALBERT ‘OKONKWO PROCLAIMED ‘MIDWESTERN ‘REGION NIGERIA. QTE 
REPUBLIC OF BENIN UNQTE* OKONKWO -SAED MOVE ‘TAKEN IN -RE-} 
SPONSE ‘TO ‘PLEAS ‘OF PUBLIC. AND : ‘CLAIMED ‘SUPPORTOF:: ‘OBA.:OF 
BENIN AND OTHER OBAS AND | ‘CHIEFS.. PLEDGED:: ‘COOPERATION:! ‘WITH 
"BIAFRAN IN WARe © ‘ 


2@e BILL OF ‘PARTICULARS .AGAINST ‘FURTHER , ASSOCIATION : WITH : 
FMG FOLLOWED .CUSTOMARY "“BIAFRAN” LINE ‘BUT WAS DELIVERED IN : 
UNEMOTIONAL’ TONE “THAT SEEMS ‘UNLIKELY GENERATE WIDESPREAD i 
ENTHUSIASMe ; : 
DECONTROL ‘UPON RECEIPT. | 
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te MELE VARY ADMINYSTRATOR OF MIDWEST STATE» MAJOR 
| CKONKWOs WHO INSTALLED BY CUUKWU IN AUGUST, PROCLAIMED 
NEW SREPUS fC OF BENIN® -ON BENIN RANIO :20 ‘SEPTEMBER 1967 
AY O780 LOCAL. TIME {FBIS N20@705}>° NEW “AUTONOMOUS AND 

| COMPLETELY SOVEREIGN" REPUBLIC HAS SAME BOUNDARIES AS 


FORMER MIDWEST NIGERTAc 


2: OKONKWO BROADCAST COTAINED USUAL ALLEGATIONS AGAINST 
FEDERAL aNO NORTHERN GOVERNMENTS OF NIGERIA FOR ACTIONS 
OPPOSED TO MIDWEST "WILL TO SURVIVE AND OUR ABSOLUTE aE~ 
Lier iN SELF.~DETERMINATION"s HE SAID REPUBLIC OF BENIN 
Wili HONOR INTERNATYONAL OBLIGATIONS» MAKE TREATIES» 
PROSECUTE WAR AMD MAKE PEACE» SUPPORT THE OAU AND» AS” 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. APPLY FOR MEMBERSHIP IN UN» MEMBERSHIP 
TN COMMONWEALTH WILL BE "RETAINED" 


3e SEGNIF-CANT STATEMENT IS THAT “REPUBLIC OF BENIN SHALL 
COOPERATE WITH REPUBLIC OF BIAFRA IN ALL MILITARY MATTERS®e 


4> COMMENT: REPORYED CREATION OF NEW ‘REPUBLIC COMES AT 
TIME WHEN WBYAFRAN" MILITARY FORCES ARE SUFFERING REVERSES 


PAGE 3 RUFALS 2752CC CONF TDEN’T IA L.LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
AND ARE BEING FORCED WITHDRAW FROM SEVERAL SECTIONS OF 
STATES RECENTLY THERE HAVE BEEN SEVERAL ECONOMiC AND 
POLITICAL MOVES TO GIVE MIDWEST GREATER AUTNOMY ON TERMS i 
ARRANGED IN ENUGU.s DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE aT THY f 
STAGE COULD BE DESIGNED TOs (A? SAVE ‘FACE FOR BIAFRA AT 
TIME OF MSLITARY REVERSES? (8B? CREATE SECOND "SOVEREIGN" 
AUTHORITY - FOR FMG TO DEAL WITH IN WAR AND: IN ANY NEGOTIAs 
TLONS# AND (Ci COMPLICATE ISSUES CONFRONTING OAU M{SSTON 
TO NIGER{Ac YF FMG MAKES SUBSTANTIAL GAINS IN PROSECUTING . 
WAR» THESE CONSIDERATIONS WOULD HAVE LITTLE PRACTICAL: EFFECTe ON ie 
OTHER HANDs FMG CGULD POINT OUT TO GAU MISSION THAT .ONE 7 
SECESSION LEADS TO ANOTHER AND INHERENT (DANGER OF 'FRAG= 1 
MENTATION IN OTHER AFRICAN NATIONS IF SECESSION ALLOWED a 
TO SUCCEED IN NIGERIAo \ 
GP=30 MATHEWS. oo a 
{ 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


a 
Dv We area Date _ 


jo 


Naame 


cs 


Sry ryse eee 


lactating na Paine andi ee acca ieee aN eae aot aS Nite tas eee ee se 


Zz CONFIDENTIAL Cae > DHL 


PAGE @!. LAGOS 92729 ‘20)259Z 

49 : 

ACTION AF 2) | 

INFO EUR 25,SSO 20sCCO @@,NSCE BOs USTE OOsGPM O3sSC BISRSC OI JUSIA 125 
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0 2011002 ‘SEP 67 ZFF<6 

FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE ‘7293 
INFO AMEMBASSY .ACCRA IMMEDIATE 1165 


AMEMBASSY ADDIS .ABABA 194 : \) () 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 312 7 ; Xv 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA -404 * 4 . c 
AMEMBASSY LONDON {648 | : N 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 679 Se 
AMEMBASSY ‘YAOUNDE 706 

AMCONSUL ENUGU 2190 nN \] 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 1239 ~ \ 


AMCONSUL KADUNA 1585 
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to SEVERAL MEETINGS HELD ‘SEPT {£9 AMONG - AMBASSADORS OF 
COUNTRIES ‘REPRESENTED ‘ON OAU MISSION ‘TO ‘NIGERIAs ‘WHO 
ALSO MET WITH OGBU » ‘PERMSEC ‘EXTAFF, IN EFFORT FIX TIME 
FOG HEADS OF STATE COME .LAGOSe 


20 SUBSEQUENTLY ENAHORO» DEPUTY ‘PERM SECs INFORMED ‘POL 


; Authority” hs 
py Wear Date _ 
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‘CONFIDENTIAL 
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COUNSELOR ‘THAT OAU MISSION LIKELY ‘COME BETWEEN SEPT ‘26. 
AND 3@¢.. FMG.DOES NOT .EXPECT-.ANY ‘HEADS OF ‘STATE “TO COME 
INDIVIDUALLYe ENAHORO INDICATED THIS TIMENG ACCEPTED | ‘BY 
FMG LARGELY: sAS -AN:.ACCOMMODATION: TO ‘GENERAL . ANKRAH | ‘WHO 
LEAVES END SEPT ‘FOR ‘THREE WEEK NISTT’ 


CAAEAW ‘UE AND# - 

UKe (UKHO ‘HUNT TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT 'FMG CIVIL ‘SERVANTS 
STRONGLY OPROSED RECEIVING OAU MISSION EN ‘SEPTEMBER» 
BUT GCWON AGREED AFTER PHONE ‘CALL FROM .ANKRAH ‘SEPT 196} 


30 ETHIOPIAN .AMBASSADOR CONFIRMED ‘FOREGOING AND ‘SAID IMISSTON 
EXPECTED ARRIVE: LAGOS ‘SEPT 273 ‘BUT ‘THES (DEPENDS | iON “FINAL 
CONFIRMATION BY EACH’ ‘HEAD: OF STATE ‘CONCERNEDe jHE! ALSO 
SaAtD MEETING OF AMBASSADORS WITH OGBU WAS. STORMY 20 ‘WHEN 
LISERIAN AMBASSADOR .ASKED: ‘HOW OAU MLESSTION ‘MIGHT CONTACT 
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OJYUKWUs :oGBU FROZE IN “ANGER: .AND SAID | ‘WWHOE TS ‘OUUKWU?" 

TO AMBASSADORS PRESEN? [T OBVIOUS “FMG 'DOES : ‘NOT ‘RELISH 
ViSIT BY OAU MISSION .AND ‘WILL “TRY LEMIT ITs ACTYVITIES 
OGBU AT ‘ONE *POINT SAID IF. MISSION -DOES ‘NOT ‘COME ‘SEPTEMBER 
26 °T0 38 THEN IT (COULD NOT'BE ‘RECEIVED UNTIL: iOCTOBER '21 
(THIS MAY ‘HAVE BEEN IN DEFERENCE TO. ANKRAH 6S TRAVEL.’ ‘PLANS 
RATHER THAN #FMG: OBSTRUCT PONTSM)® 

ars 23 HATLHENS 


HNOTE® AS REC'D» WILL ‘SERVICE 
“UPON REQUEST:« | 
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P 2817402 SEP 67 
Fii AMEMBASSY LAGOS 


TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7314 \y 
"NFO DIA PRIORITY : 


CINCSTRIKE CINCMEAFSA 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA i{7@ 


AMEMBASSY LONDON 1652 » 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 31 4 jee 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA $96 , aes 


AMEMBASSY ‘COTONOU 504 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 682 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 467 

vs AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 71@ ae 
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CONFIDE-N'T L.A L.LAGOS 2763 
SUBJECT: PANIC IN MIDWEST NIGERIA 


[> UKHC SENT FOLLOWING MESSAGE To C.O> SEPTEMBER 19 BASED 
: ON RADIO REPORTS FROM GEORGE BELL» BRITISH ‘DHC BENIN: 


@e QUOTE DeHeCo BENIN REPORTED EVENING 18 SEPTEMBER AND 
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CONFIRMED MORNING 19 SEPTEMBER THAT ALMOST ALL BIAFRAN 
TROOPS HAD LEFT BENIN AND THAT ALL WESTERN 180 CIVIL SERVANTS 
| HAVE ALSO GONEo we Be 


3c QUOTE.» BELL HAD TALK WITH BANJO aT LATTER®S REQUEST 

ON {7 SEPTEMBERo BANJO WARNED AGAINST THREAT OF SOVIET 
TAKE OVER OF NIGERIA AND URGED THAT BRITAIN AND US SHnULD 
GIVE MILITARY AID TO BIAFRAs IN ABSENCE OF SUCH -HELP 
BIAFRANS WOULD TURN TO CHINAs IN FURTHER MEETING WITH 
BANJO ON 18 SEPTEMBER LATTER URGED THAT BRITAIN AND ‘US 
SHOULD ‘EXERT MAXIMUM PRESSURE ON GOWON TO END CONFLICT 
AND ON BOTH SIDES TO NEGOTIATE IF EAST WERE INVADED 

THEY MIGHT RE COMPELLED TO USE "“HORRIBLE"WEAPONS e 


4 QUOTEs BANJO TOLD BELL THAT HE WOULD BE IN /ENUGU 
TODAY AND BELL UNDERSTANDS THAT OKONKWO HAS ALSO LEFT. 


Se QUOTE. BELL'S INTERPRETATION OF ABOVE, -WITHWHICH 

I AGREEs IS THAT BANJO EXPECTS SERIOUS DEFEAT FOR BIAFRAN 
FORCES IN MID*WEST AND IS SHOWING SIGNS OF PANICe+ -UNQUOTE. 
GPs30 
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j i To . + The Secretary 
Through: §/S° 
From  : INR'~ George C. Denney Jr. J. ¢d 


September 20, 1967 


1 eee 


Subject: OAU: Kinshasa's Harmonious Summit 
4 ae Upswing.. The African leaders who attended the fourth meeting of the OAU ye 
d ar Jd, 
: aegeably of chieee of State in Kinshasa (September ll- -14) bickered little and Ti 
j ft 
‘ accomplished much. The eonerast with the third (Addis Ababa) meeting, in ; >» : 
November 1966, was striking. At Addis Ababa there nad been recrimination be- NI 
ha .., tween states that had, and had not, broken relations wee Britain over its Wy 
: y | 
Rhodesian policy; ches had been discourégement over the failure of the African NN 
ad 
to Liberation Committee (ALC) to promote a military threat apyainst the regines of 
é southern Africa; Ghana's Kidnapping .. ‘the Cuinean foreign minister on his way. a 
d Z ae . > u 
to the meeting causod frantic mediation er and, to end heated debate, “ x 
many important decisions had to bd postponed. At Kinshasa the OAU's problens aN : 
| | : : Sf 
en "somehow appeared | more manageable, KN : 
; =, 3 | WoN : 
Favorable Circumstances, A combination of factors mude for. conference SS SX) : 
success. Although the number of heads’ of state and ‘government in attendance NN N 
: iS) 
one —_ (18 out of 34) wus almost the same as last year, many of the more ‘wolienent S 
; ones--Nasser, Bounediene, Toure, Keita, and _Nyerere-~ were absent, and their x x : 
‘ : ae 
; ; eperances mindaterial replacements | had to ) take back seats. The moderate oe -d BS mS " 
i ; : PRNOR S Fe 
i come of the Arab summit at Khartoum a few days before had setved to “rein ink hy 4 Dt 
: aN ya : 
i : ¥ ae rn 4 
: pont Ene minority of. Nasser. sympathizers, who were indignant . over | the: failure off ‘N \ ar z e 
i a “most PAU members to stand by ore during the Middle ese crisis. ‘Somalia's NY my \ [2 
F ‘A SEE Gig ee kp ONG FORETGN’ DISSEM ren een an) Ye At 
i a ie ry oDesulde nd hy the Due a ; 9 3 ; s Yy 4 
H Soy tefiigenst Sad Rosen sie : Ge SS ee aes tS, my 
; tog init ord Tulstualtve Me Nina ae “ a age i NEROLLED DISsEN rag NS ey) : ant : 
i eather ogeacion et the working bevel, mn) a : 4 
i 8 at haa nat Bees conrdinated elsewhere, ee 2 BY QO Fh 
5 ‘ i nt ] - S : ae ; 
: oS 4 
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FM USDAO LAGOS NIGERIA 
TO: DIA PRIORITY 
SECSTATE WASHDC 
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S ECR E T 0397 SEP 67¢ SGD HALLIGANe COUNTRY: NIGERIA+ SUBJECTS 


UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL SITUATION. ‘DIA FOR DIACOs 
CiNCSTRIKE FOR STRU2eCe DA FOR ACSI 


fo FOLLOWING INFO AVAIL FROM .KNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCES ARMY HQ: 


Ac NIGERIAN BROADCASTING COMPANY CARRIED FOLLOWING .CLEAR 
MESSAGE 2@98@@LOCAL SEP "FROGS ARE ‘SWIMMING "oe THIS ALLEGEDLY 
INFORMS SECOND DIVISION ‘NORTH ROUTE SIX) IN MID= oWEST» AND | ‘PRO 
FMG GUERILLA BANDS OPERATING: VARIOUS AREAS MIDS ESTs. ‘THAT 
ELEMENTS ADEKUNLE’S THIRD DIV ‘FROM ‘ESCRAVOS -ASHORE ‘SOMEWHERE 
ESCRAVOS/FORGADOS CREEKS AREAe (NO ONE ‘TALKING SPECIFIC 


PAGE 2 RUTALS eles SECRET 
LOCATION OPERATION © IF THERE IS ONE -» BUT BEST GUESS IS KOKO 


OR SAPELE}o 


Bo ON BENIN FRONT, RELIABLE SOURCE REPORTS ‘CITY ‘STILL: DESERTED 
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| AS OF 20)#@@LOCAL SEPe AS OF i912@@LOcAL SEP FEDERAL ‘FORCES 

APPROX TWELVE MILES NORTHEAST BENIN EHOR/BENIN ROABNM ENUGU 
TROOPS REPORTED FELLING TREES ON ROADS IN ATTEMPT SLOW .ADVANCE 
FEDERAL FORCES FEDERAL FORCES NOW HOLD- TOWN ‘UROM] NORTH ‘WEST 
UBIAJA .AND IGUEBEN SOUTH WEST UBTAJAs 


Co NO NEW REPORTS OTHER FRONTS TO INCLUDE NSUKKA/ENUGU FRONT .e 


a. REF ENUGU 532 SEP {9% CONTENTS» DESPITE PAR 8s INDICATES 
"BIAFRAN" COMMAND STRUCTURE UNDERGOING TYPE REORGANIZATION 
WHICH CLEARLY INDICATES ALL NOT WELL ‘WITHIN ENUGU“S ‘RANKS. 
SPECIFICALLYs DOWNGRADING BRIGADIER HILLARY NJOKU -HAS | ‘SERIOUS 
IMPLICATIONS IN VIEW FREGENTLY REPORTED | AND LONG EXIESTANT 
"BAD BLOOD" BETWEEN OJUKWU AND NJOKUe QUALIFIED OBSERVERS 
HERE SAY NJOKU BEST ENUGU HAS (AND ‘ONE ‘OF. VERY BEST INIGERIA 
HAS PRODUCED}« HIS REPORTED REPLACEMENTs ‘COLONEL ALXE ANDER 
MADIEBOs WELL KNOWN Ucke DEFENSE ADVISOR WHO HAD MADIEBO .AS 


SUBORDINATE OFFICER FIRST RECCE SQUADRON SEVERAL YEARSo ‘HE 
SAYS "MADIEBO PERFECTLY ‘CHARMING : SOCIALLY» ‘BUT ‘QUITE ‘WORTHLESS 


PAGE 3 RUT ALS 2738CC SECRET 

PROFESSIONALLY o HE WEAKo INEFFECTIVE ‘COMMANDER AND :CONSIS= 
TENTLY HAD WORST ‘UNYT -RECCE ‘SQUADRON"e DATT ‘SHOWN iMADLEBOXS 
SANDHURST FILE WHICH WAS SAME GENERAL TONEo MADIEBO GRADUATE 
ASSOCIATE FIELD ARTY OFFICER ‘CAREER COURSE FORT SILL 

23 JAN 64 = 18 JUNE 640 


Bo REF PAR 4As MY 0387 SEP 670 BOATS HAVE ‘CARACITY PLATOON 
26 TROOPS FULLY LOADED OR 12 FULLY LOADED TROOPS ‘PLUS ‘ONE 
LAND ROVERe 


4o GHANIAN FLAG CARGO VESSEL "SAKUMO .LAGOON", LAST PRT CALL . 
‘ LOMEs ARRIVED LAGOS SHIP ‘POOL THIS: MORNING ‘UNANNOUNCED AND | 
a CARRYING "CARGO .AMMUNITION"e NOT YET ‘DOCKEDs 
ie 


50 FOLLOWING INFO RESULT PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS ‘DAO MAP 
OFFICER IKEJA AIRPORT THIS MORNING AND INFO ELICITED ‘KNOW? 
LEDGEABLE SOURCES THERATS f 


‘SECRET 


BEC LASSIFIED oe 


f. 
E authority | / ; 
| ov /Mhrana Date | Op) a 


SECRET 


PAGE @3 2402582 


Ao FIVE CZECH L#29 'JETS PARKED TARMACe ‘NUMBERS NAF -40] 

THROUGH 404 AND 4960 MIGS NAF 686 AND 697.ALSO ON TARMAC 

AFTER HAVING JUST LANDEDo INTERESTING FACT ‘HERE IS THAT 

MAP OFFICER» QUALIFIED OBSERVER» COULD SEE NO SIGNS ‘CAUCASIANS 
IN VICINITY MIGS* ANOTHER QUALIFIED AMCIT OBSERVERs EX-SENIOR 
MILITARY, ALSO ADDED TO MYSTERY SURROUNDING QUESTION WHO FLYENG 
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MIGS BY STATING THAT ALTHOUGH HE HAS ‘NEVER ACTUALLY SEEN PILOTS 
OF MIGS IN ACTIONs HE ‘HAS YET-TO SEE CAUCASTANS IN VICINTIY 
PLANESe ON OTHER HAND» MY 9399 REPORTING OBSERVATIONS 

ANOTHER COMPETENT O@SERVER» WOULD SEEM INDICATE ‘CONTRARY. 

(1T KNOWN AT LEAST SEVERALNONeCAUCASIANS HAVE. BEEN, ENVOLVED 

MIG TRAINING KANO OR-KADUNA’ IT POSSIBLE THESE FLYING ‘PLANES 

IN LAGOS AREAs NO FIRM JUDGEMENT THIS AS YET HOWEVERe } 


Bo TRANS MERIDIAN DC6 AND LAKER DC7 ‘UNLOADING “AMMUNITION « 
OBSERVERS AT AIRPORT ‘SAY FLOW ‘PLANES INTO IKEJA WITH AMMUNITEON 
AND RELATED CARGO HAS .CONTINUED UNABATED. 


Ce ON 19 SEPs PAN AFRICAN FLEW THREE ‘CHARTER FLIGHTS IKEJA 

TO ESCRAVOSe AMONG ITEMS CARRIED WERE "FOUR HUNDRED RIFLES 

WITH GREEN PLASTIC STOCKS AND GREEN PLASTIC HAND GUARD"s .AND 
"DEPTH ‘CHARGES"» {SEE PAR ICs MY 9392 SEP 67}. THREE DIV 
COMMANDER ADEKUNLEs WHO CAME LAGOS MONDAY 18 SEP» ALSO RETURNED 
ESCRAVOS ONE OF FLIGHTS» 


De GOWONS HSe125 EXEC JET SEEN WARMING UP FOR FIRST TIMEs 
PLANE CARRIES NIGERIAN REGIST RA RLON SNTAET o 


Eo OFT REPORTED UPON ‘CAPTAIN So PAUL DICKSON» :RECENTLY 
RETURNED NIGERIA FROM ‘COURSE INSTRUCTION UsSes APPOINTED 


PAGE 5 RUTALS 2739CC S E C R'E T 
IKEUJA AIRPORT COMMANDANT 18 SEP 670 ACCODING :‘HIMs IN “REMARKS 
DAO MAP OFFICERs HE “IN COMPLETE CHARGE WHOLE SHOW TO 
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INCLUDE CIVIL AIRs POLICEs CUSTOMS» ARMY UNITS» AIR FORCE 
DETACHMENT» AND ARMY AA UNITS e ‘HE SAID THIS ONLY BASTS ON 
WHICH HE WOULD TAKE JOBe (KNOWING Se PAUL DICKSONs THES NOT 
TOO FAR FETCHED }e 


60 AMCONSUL KADUNA REPORTS FOLLOWING: ITEMS: 


Ao LTC MUSA USMANs ‘NAFs GOVERNOR NORTH EASTERN STATE» .AND 
FORMER CeQe KADUNA AIR BASE RECALLED AIR FORCE DUTY -RECENTLY 

: BY GOWON; HAS LEFT KADUNA FOR GERMANY FOR PURPOSES UNKNOWNe 
(KNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCES HERE SAY HE SHOPPING ‘FOR TRANSPORT 
ATRCRAFT }« 


Be COLONEL HASSAN KATSINA “SENING PEOPLE To ERUOPE WITHOUT 
CLEARANCE FMG"e® NO FURTHER DETAILSe (KNOWLEDGEABLE ‘SOURCCE 
HERE WILL ATTEMPT CHECK THIS OUT )e 


Co KADUNA AIRFIELD APPEARS NAF BOMB LAODING POINTe PROVOST . 
AND DC3 PATTERNS ‘SAME LEAVE KADUNA @300) “FLY MAKURDI :REFULEs 
FLY MISSIONS» RETURN KADUNAs INCENDIARIES AND AERTAL BOMBS 
REPORTEDLY BEING MANUFACTURED ORDNANCE FACTORY (NIGERIAN 
DEFENSE INDUSTRIES) KADUNA SOUTHe GP#3> 
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FM USDAO LAGOS NIGERIA 
TO DIA PRIORITY 
SECSTATE WASHDC Lan 
CINCSTRIKE : 
CINCLANT re) 
INFO CIA C 
DA 1 
DA GRNC cp 
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SEC R E T 6397 SEP 675 SGD HALLIGANs COUNTRY8 NIGERIA® ‘SUBJECT! 
UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL SITUATIONs DIA FOR DIACOe 
CINCSTRIKE FOR STRJ2@=Co DA FOR ACSI « 


lo FOLLOWING INFO AVAIL FROM NOWLEDGEABLE SOURCES ARMY -HQ@s 


Ae NIGERIAN BROADCASTING COMPANY ‘CARRIED FOLLOWING ‘CLEAR 
MESSAGE 2898@@LOCAL SEP: “FROGS ARE SWIMMING! THIS ALLEGEDLY 
INFORMS SECOND DIVISION ‘NORTH ROUTE ‘SIX IN -MIDe WEST» AND PRO 
FMG ‘GUERILLA BANDS OPERATING VARIOUS AREAS MIDsESTo ‘THAT 
ELEMENTS ADEKUNLE?*S ‘THIRD. DIV FROM ESCRAVOS ASHORE :SOMEWHERE 
ESCRAVOS/FORCADOS ‘CREEKS AREAs (NO ONE TALKING ‘SPECIFIC. 
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LOCATION OPERATION» IF. THERE IS ‘ONE > BUT BEST .GUESS.IS KOKO 
OR SAPELE}e 


1 Bo ON BENIN FRONTs RELIABLE SOURCE REPORTS cITY ‘STILL ‘DESERTED 


AS OF 26))@@LOCAL SEP« AS OF 19 2@BLOCAL SEP FEDERAL ‘FORCES : 
APPROX TWELVE :MILES NORTHEAST BENIN EHOR/BENIN ROAD; ENUGU H 
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TROOPS REPORTED FELLING TREES :ON ROADS IN ATTEMPT -SLOW ADVANCE: 
FEDERAL FORCESe FEDERAL. FORCES NOW ‘HOLD TOWN ‘UROMI NORTH ‘WEST’ 
UBIAJA (AND ILGUEBEN SOUTH: WEST ‘UBTAJA© 


Co NO NEW REPORTS OTHER “FRONTS TO INCLUDE :NSUKKA/ENUGU ‘FRONT 


2@o REF ENUGU ‘532 ‘SEP 19% CONTENTS» DESPITE PAR 8p. INDICATES 
"BIAFRAN" ‘COMMAND: STRUCTURE: UNDERGOING TYPE REORGANIZATION 
WHICH CLEARLY INDICATES .ALL NOT WELL ‘WTHIN ENUGU*S RANKS. 
SPECIFICALLY» ‘DOWNGRADING BRIGADIER HILLARY NJOKU .HAS ‘SER TOUS 
IMPLICATIONS IN VIEW FREQENTLY REPORTED AND LONG EXISTANT 
"BAD BLOOD" BETWEEN OJUKWU AND NJOKUc QUALIFIED ‘OBSERVERS 
HERE SAY NJOKU BEST ENUGU HAS (AND ONE OF’ VERY EST NIGERIA 
HAS PRODUCED)« HIS REPORTED REPLACEMENT» COLONEL ALXEANDER 
MADIEBOs WELL KNOWN UcKke DEFENSE ADVISOR WHO HAD MADIEBO AS 


SUBORDINATE OFFICER FIRST RECCE SQUADRON SEVERAL ‘YEARS o HE 
SAYS: "MADIEBO. PERFECTLY ‘CHARMING SOCIALLY» BUT QUITE: WORTHLESS 


PAGE 3 RUTALS.2739CC :S EC RE T 

PROFESSIONALLY HE WEAK» INEFFECTIVE ‘COMMANDER -AND ‘CONSIS*+ 
TENTLY ‘HAD WORST UNIT RECCE ‘SQUADRON"+ ‘DATT .SHOWN MADIEBO ts: 
SANDHURST FILE ‘WHICH WAS SAME iGENERAL TONE» MADIEBO :GRADUATE 
ASSOCIATE FIELD ARTY ‘OFFICER ‘CAREER ‘COURSE FORT SILL: 

23 JAN 64 2-19 AINE ‘640 


3e ‘REF PAR 4As MY 9387 SEP ‘670 BOATS HAVE “CAPACITY PLATOON 
26 ‘TROOPS FULLY LOADED’ oR 12 FULLY LOADED TROOPS ‘PLUS :ONE 
LAND ROVER. 


4e GHANIAN FLAG ‘CARGO ‘VESSEL “SAKUMO .LAGOON"»s LAST PRT -CALL 
LOMEs ARRIVED LAGOS SHIP ‘POOL THIS MORNING UNANNOUNCED AND 
CARRYING "CARGO AMMUNITION" e+ NOT YET ‘DOCKED e 


Se FOLLOWING INFO RESULT PERSONAL ‘OBSERVATIONS DAO MAP 
OFFICER IKEJA AIRORT THIS MORNING AND INFO ELICITED .KNOW= 
LEDGEABLE SOURCES THERAT# 


Ac FIVE .CZECH L-29 ‘JETS ‘PARKED TARMACs ‘NUMBERS (NAF -491 


.  iSECRET. . 


Authority” i 
py /Weara Date _ v/ 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


SECRET 


PAGE 3 201883Z 


THROUGH 404. AND 4860 MIGS NAF 696 AND .6@7 ALSO ON TARMAC 
AFTER HAVING JUST LANDEDe INTERESTING FACT HERE IS “THAT 
MP OFFICER, QUALIFIED OBSERVER» COULD SEE ‘NO: “SIGNS ‘CAUCASLANS 
IN VICINITY MIGSe ANOTHER QUALIFIED AMCIT ‘OBSERVERs EX*SENTIOR 


MILITARY» ALSO ADDED TO :MYSTERY SURROUNDING QUESTION ‘WHO FLYING 
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MIGS BY STATING THAT ALTHOUGH ‘HE HAS ‘NEVER ACTUALLY ‘SEEN PILOTS 
OF MIGS IN ACTION» HE ‘HAS YET TO SEE ‘CAUCASIANS. IN VIGINTIY 
PLANES» ON OTHER ‘HANDs MY 8398 ‘REPORTING OBSERVATIONS 

ANOTHER COMPETENT OBSERVER» WOULD SEEM INDICATE ‘CONTRARY 

(IT KNOWN AT LEAST ‘SEVERALNONSCAUCASIANS ‘HAVE BEEN INVOLVED 

MIG TRAINING KANO OR KADUNAs IT POSSIBLE THESE FLYING ‘PLANES 

IN LAGOS AREAs NO FIRM ‘JUDGEMENT THIS AS YET HOWEVER ®) 


Be ‘TRANS MERTOIAN:0C6 AND LAKER DC7 ‘UNLOADING ‘"AMMUNITION'e 
OBSERVERS AT AIRPORT ‘SAY FLOW ‘PLANES INTO: IKEJA WITH AMMUNITION 
AND RELATED CARGO HAS CONTINUED ‘UNABATED o 


CveHON 19 SEP, PAN AFRICAN FLEW THREE ‘CHARTER FLIGHTS I[KEJA 

TO ESCRAVOSe AMONG ITEMS CARRIED WERE WEOUR ‘HUNDRED ‘RIFLES 

WITH GREEN PLASTIC STOCKS AND GREEN ‘PLASTIC HAND GUARD"»s AND 
"DEPTH CHARGES"s {SEE PAR [Co MY 8392 SEP 67)+ THREE ‘DIV 
COMMANDER ADEKUNLEs WHO ‘CAME LAGOS MONDAY 18 SEP» ALSO RETURNED 
ESCRAVOS ONE OF FLIGHTSe 


De GOWONS HS#1!125 EXEC ‘JET SEEN WARMING ‘UP FOR FIRST -TIMEs 
PLANE CARRIES NIGERIN REGISTRATION BN=AETo 


Eo OFT REPORTED UPON CAPTAIN Se PAUL DICKSON, RECENTLY 
RETURNED NIGERIA FROM COURSE INSTRUCTION UscSos APPOINTED 
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WHICH HE WOULD ‘TAKE ‘JOBe (KNOWING Se PAUL DICKSON, THIS NOT 
TOO FAR FETCHED} o 
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Aco LTC MUSA USMANN NAF s :GOVERNOR NORTH ‘EASTERN STATE» AND 

7 FORMER ‘'CoQo KADUNA AIR .BASE RECALLED AIR FORCE DUTY ‘RECENTLY 

BY GOWONs; HAS LEFT KADUNA FOR GERMANY: ‘FOR ‘PURPOSES ‘UNKNOWNe 
(KNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCES HERE SAY HE SHOPPING. ‘FOR TRANSPORT 
AIRCRAFT )° 


Be COLONEL HASSAN KATSINA "SENING PEOPLE To ERUOPE WITHOUT 
CLEARANCE ° FMG"o NO ‘FURTHER DETAILSo (KNOWLEDGEABLE ‘SOURCCE 
HERE WILL ATTEMPT .CHECK THIS OUT) o 


Co KADUNA AIRFIELD APPEARS NAF BOMB .LAODING POINTe PROVOST 
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FLY MISSIONS» ‘RETURN KADUNA® INCENDIARIES . AND AERIAL BOMBS 
REPORTEDLY BEING MANUFACTURED “ORDNANCE ‘FACTORY (NIGERIAN 
DEFENSE INDUSTRIES) KADUNA ‘SOQUTH» GP<30 
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EMBASSYs WE ASKED UKHC FOR EXPLANATION? ‘SAYING ‘ONLY “THAT 
SUCH PLANE HAD BEEN SEENo -UKHC QUERIED .LON 
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2o REPLY RECEIVED. BY ‘UKHC STATES THAT ‘SERIES ‘VP=WAA TO 
VPeWTY, WAS ALLOCATED TO ‘SOUTHERN RHOD LA IN MARCH 19656 
IT ALSO STATES THAT ON “8. SEPTEMBER ‘THE | ‘DCA ‘DAKAR ‘REPORTED 
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FLYING OVER SENEGAL HAD FAILED TO MAKE ‘ROUTINE POSITION 
CALLS THEREBY CAUSING ‘SEARCH -AND RESCUE ‘PROCEDURE TO :BE’ 
BROUGHT INTO OPERATION UNNECESSARILYe THE:,AIRNRAFT WERE 
tai 

DC4 BEARING REGISTRATION VPeTTY AND (2) A UPRER 
CONSTELLATION BEARING REGISTRATION ‘VPs ‘WAWo :BOTH ARE -OF 
SOUTHERN RHODESIA REGISTRATION" o 
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30 UKHC OFFICER ‘COMMENTED THAT “BIARFRANS" iSEEM ‘TO iHAVE 
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a [> COUNSELOR MINEXTAFF N 
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TO SAY ADDITIONAL B-26 REPORTED. TO HAVE ARRIVED ENUGU: 
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E 1149 AeSe LOCAL. -ENAHORO, SAID REGISTRA= 

TION NUMBER WAS: N9868Co HE ASKED FOR ANY AVAILABLE INFOR= 
MATION AS TO HOW Be26 REACHED .ENUGU AND WHERE IT REFUELED 
EN ROUTE. 
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‘2o SAME. STORY BASED. ON REPORT ‘FROM ADD-ES .ABABAo ‘CARRIED :ON 


V.OA EVENING SEPTEMBER 1.8 AND MORNING ‘SEPTEMBER 1Fo 


30. ETHIOPLAN AMBASSADOR. IN. LAGOS ‘THES ‘MORNING TOLD ROL: COUNSELOR 
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OTHER COUNTRIES. INVOLVED: OGBU SAID VERY DEFINITY THAT 
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FOR (CLARIFICATION AND HE EXPECTS ‘REPLY ‘TONIGHT o 
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REF’ eENUGU 516 AND 504. 


Jo EMBASSY AND UKHC. ARE. “INTERESTED IN :‘REACTION ‘OF: EASTERN 
LEADERS ‘TO OAU RESOLUTION. ‘ON NIGERI Ac REFTELS ‘GAVE GENERAL 
REACTION IN. ENUGU ‘FOR -PUBLIC. CONSUMPTION» -DIRLOMATIC 
SOURCES LAGOS SAY IBO LEADERS. IN RACT ARE. ‘DISAPPOINTED : ‘BY’ 
RESOLUTION BECAUSE IT. CONDEMNED: SECESSION AND DID NOT Hey 
THEM EVEN ‘SMALL WINDOW ‘ON WORLD » | 


Zo SPECIFICALLY»: HAS: FULL: TEXT ‘OF: -OAU ‘RESOLUTION BEEN 
PRINTED IN- BAST ‘OR aes ‘ON: ENUGU RADIO? IHAVE ‘OJUKWU - ‘OR iHIS 


PAGE ‘2 ORUTALS, e702Ccc. C 0 N ‘FT 'D.E UN 2 ITAL 
ADVISERS ‘GIVEN “YOU. ‘OR ‘PARKER | ANY ‘PERSONAL (OR ‘PRIVATE 
APPRAISAL. ‘OF SIGNIFICANCE. OF ‘SIX AFRICAN, ‘HEADS 'OF: ‘STATE: 


COMING TO LAGOS: TN’ NEAR. FUTURE? 
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PR 1947192 SEP 67 iS 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS - 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7282 \) > 
INFO AMEMBASSY ACCRA 1163 \ 
AMEMBASSY .ADDIS ABABA 193 | XQ 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 311 \\ 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 1645 Q \ 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 4@2 \ ‘ 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 677 N 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 794 

AMCONSUL ENUGU 2995 7 


AMCONSUL IBADAN 1235 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 1581 


SEC RE ‘T LAGOS 2712 
to IN. INFORMAL TALK WITH POL ‘COUNSELOR EDWARD ENAHORO 


{PROTECT SOURCE}s BROTHER OF CHIEF TONY -ENAHORO AND ‘NEWLY 
DESIGNATED DEPUTY PERMSEC OF EXTAFFs COMMENTED ON FMG 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 271eCC SECRE a) 
PLANS FOR WAR AND POST*WAR SETTLEMENT 


20 HE CLAIMED FEDERAL FORCES HAVE MADE ‘SIGNIFICANT GAINS 
IN NORTHERN PARY OF MiDeWEST AND ARE ALSO ADVANCING ‘TOWARDS 


BENIN FROM WESTe HE SAID VIRTUALLY ALL 1BOS HAVE DESERTED 
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BENIN AND THAT MOST CIVILIAN 1808 FROM NON=?BO PARTS OF 
MIDeWEST ARE ALSO FLEEING TO ASABA AREA OR YO EASTe FMG 
EXPECTS EASTERN FORCES TO MAKE STRONG DEFENSE OF PREDOMINANTLY 
IBO AREA OF MiD=WEST BASED ON ‘STRONG POINTS AGBOR AND 

UBIAJAc FMG EXPECTS MOST EASTERN FORCES, IN ORDER ‘DEFEND 

THIS AREAs WILL HAVE 7O WITHDRAW FROM ESPOSEp POSITIONS 

IN MIDeWEST» THEREFORE HE THOUGHT “LIBERATION OF BENIN" 

COULD OCCUR "WITHIN 48 HOURS” AND COL> MURTALLA MOHAMMED 

WILL MAKE ANNOUNCEMENT FROM BENIN IN NEAR “FUTURE® 


3c REGARDING KINSHASA OAU RESOLUTION ON NIGERTAs ENAHORO 
SAID THAT RESOLUTYON WAS ACCEPTABLE ‘TO FMG BECAUSE IT 
CONDEMNED ‘SECESSION AND BECAUSE OAU MESSION IS TO "CONSULT" 
GENERAL GOWONe® HE POINTED OUT THAT RESOLUTION DOES NOT 

USE LANGUAGE WITH WHICH INTERNATIONAL PRESS AND RADIO 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 2712cCC SE CRE? 

HAVE DESCRIBED RESOLUTION SUCH AS ‘CONCILIATION» MEDIATION 
STOPPING THE FIGHTs OR ENDING THE ‘CIVIL WARe HE CLAIMED 
1vS ONLY PURPOSE IS TO CONSULT HEAD OF FMGo 


ho WHEN PRESSED ON IMPORTANCE OF DEVELOPING ADEQUATE 

POSTWAR PLANS» ENAHORO SAID THERE ARE VARYING OPINEONS 

WITHIN FMG AS TO WHAT MIGHT BE NEGOTIABLE» FOR EXAMPLE» 

ONE GROUP IN FMG WOULD BE WILLING TO ALLOW IKA 1BO AREA 

Of MIDeWEST TO JOIN REST OF I80S IN EAST CENTRAL ‘STATE® 

HE VISUALIZED STTUATION IN RELATIVELY NEAR FUTURE IN WHICH 

FMG WOULD HAVE LIBERATED CALABAR AND PROBALBY ENUGU AS WELL .AS 
MOST OF MIDeWEST AND WOULD RETAIN ITS :HOLD ON BONNY 

WITH ITS THREAT TO PORT HARCOURT AT THAT POINT 'HE THOUGHT 

ONE GROUP IN FMG MIGHT BE WILLING TO OFFER {KA EBO AREA OF 
MIDSWEST TO EAST CENTRAL STATE IF 1ROS WOULD ‘GIVE .UP CONTROL ‘OF 
RIVERS STATEs WHICH HE SAID MiST BE RECOGNIZED IN ANY FUTURE 
SETTLEMENTs WAY IN WHICH TOPIC DISCUSSED SUGGESTED THAT» 
ALTHOUGH MANY IN FMG WOULD BE OPPOSEDs THERE ARE ‘SOME ‘WHO 
MIGHT EVEN BE WILLING TO ACCEPT AN INDEPENDENT BIAFREF ~~ 
LIMITED TO PREDOMINANTLY IBO AREAS IF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
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HAS ASSURED CONTROL OF SOUTH EASTERN AND RIVERS ‘STATES 

AS WELL aS MOST OF MIDeWESTe SUCH A "BIAFRA® WOULD BE .LANDe 
LOCKED AND WOULD CONTROL SMALL PERCENTAGE OF OIL PRODUCING 
AREAS BUT IY WOULD BE IN POSITION TO CONTROL TRANSPORTATION 


ON NIGER REVERo ASIDE FROM SUBSTANCE» IT WORTH NOTING ‘THAT 
VARIOUS PROPOSALS FOR POST-WAR SETTLEMENT OF EASTERN PROBLEM 
BEING CONSIDERED WITHIN FMG.e 


So IT IS OF INTEREST THAT LEAD ARTICLE» SEPT 16 ISSUE 
WEST AFRICA ALSO ‘SUGGESTS INDEPENDENCE ‘FOR PREDOMINANTLY 
IBO AREAS OF FORMER EASTERN REGION aS POSSIBLE SOLUTIONe 


60 EMBASSY RECALLS ‘THAT IDEA OF. OFFERING LANDLOCKED 
IBOLAND ITS INDEPENDENCE WAS SUGGESTED BY GOWON IN MEETING 
WiTH AMBASSADOR ON APRIL [£3 {LAGOS 8888)e¢ GOWON HAS NOT 
MENTIONED THIS IDEA SINCE EASTERN SECESSIONo AWOLOWO | 

HAS TOLD AMBASSADOR», IN OBVIOUS REFERENCE ‘TO SAME :CONCEPTs 
THAT HE STRONGLY OPPOSES SEPARTATE SOVEREIGNTY FOR ANY 
PART OF NIGERIAo 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL -USE MOSCOW jie29 


1e ALTHOUGH SOVIETS OBCIOUSLY SUPPORTING FMG EFFORTS ‘PRESERVE 
NIGERIAN UNITYs ‘THERE ‘PERSISTS NOTEWORTHY REL'UCTANCE ‘OF ‘SOVIET: 
CENTRAL PRESS TO COMMIT ITSELFo [eEos TO TAKE OUTRIGHT 'PROLAGOSs 
ANTI@BIAFRA LINEs THERE ARE ALMOST ‘DALLY -NEWS=TYPE REPORTS ION ‘WAR 
SITUATIONS BUT ‘COMMENT IS GENERALLY AVOEDED ‘EXCEPT OCCASIONALLY “TO: 


| E PAGE TWO RUEHCR 1129FD:C ON -F I-D ENT TL A.L)LIMITED ‘OFFICIAL JUSE 
.E LAY BLAME ON BRITISH AND AMERICANS FOR ENCOURAGING SEPARATISM. | | 
| i= ONLY BY TIMID INNUENDO ARE BREAKAWAY EASTERNERS ‘PLACED IN iSLIGHT- 
| fe) OLY LESS FAVORABLE LIGHT THAN FMGo ‘PUBLIC DISCUSSION ‘OF ‘RER= | 
3 SONALITIES OF CONTENDING NIGERIAN LEADERS iHAS BEEN ESCGHEWED \ANDs 7 | 


| OF COURSE» THERE HAS BEEN NO ‘PRESS MENTION OF SOVIET -ARMS .ADD q 
TO LAGOS. MOREOVERs THREE*HOUR DEMONSTRATION ‘OF ‘BLAFRAN STUDENTS: 
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ON SEP {9 BEFORE NIGERIAN EMBASSY HERE {MOSCOW A=38@;} ‘PRESUMABLY 
COULD NOT HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT HAD SOVIETS WISHED PREVENT ITo 


Zo INFO PASSED ‘US TODAY BY AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR SUGGESTS SOVIETS 
RECEIVING LESS THAN-FAVORABLE REACTIONS FROM ‘OTHER AFRICAN 
COUNTRIES ‘REGARDING ARMS SHIPMENTS YO NIGERIAc ‘REPORTEDLY ‘BOTH 
GHANALAN AND ZAMBEAN EMBASSIES HAVE MADE OFFICIAL INQUIRY OF . 
SOVIETS REGARDING ARMS SALE TO LAGOSe GHANAIAN EMBASSY’ INFORMED 
TTS COMMONWEALTH PARTNERS THATs IN RESPONSE» SOVIETS EMPLIED THAT 
ARMS IN QUESTION HAD ACTUALLY BEEN ORDEREO BY LAGOS: BEFORE CEVIL 
WAR BEGANo SOVIETS REPORTEDLY FURTHER YOUD GHANATNAS ARMS ‘SH[Re. 
MENTS TO NEGERIA NOW SUSPENDEDe 


PAGE THREE RUEHCR 1;29FD CON F 2 DEN T Y AL LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
30 UNEXPECTED AFRICAN seins ‘TO ARMS SALES MIGHT (HELP. TO“EXPLAIN 
WHAT LOOKS LIKE DELIBERATE EFFORT BY SOVIETS TO PLAY ‘DOWN PUBLIC \ 
INVOLVEMENT IN NIGERIAN FRACAS© PERHAPS MORE IMPORTANTLY» SOVIETS 
MAY NOT YET BE FULLY CONVINCED THAT LAGOS 1S SUFFECITENTLY ‘STRONG 
MELITARILY TO BRING DOWN BIAFRAN RE GIME>s “UNTIL SITUATION YS | 
CLEARERs THEREFORE, SOVIETS MAY SIMPLY ‘WISH AVOID ‘WEDDING 
THEMSELVES TOO CLOSELY TO GOWON AND HiS .CAMPAIGN AGAINST OJUUKWUo 
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Se yf 
we r2A eae 9 
CONFIDEN Tor aks ‘ENUG a(t ee 


REFi STATE 305481 LAGOS :2438, 24450 whe 


le ICRC REPT HOFFMAN. “AND ‘DRe EaMe. SPIRGI (CHIEF OF TCRC : MED 
ICAL MISSION 


FOR “BIAFRA") CALLED AT “CONSULATE OVER WEEKEND ; 7 
HOFFMANN CONFIRMED. LAGOS REFTEL REPLYS. Ta eULeT LONSDRG GaEs 


STATE 39548, BUT» UNTIL: SPIRGI‘S ‘TEAM ‘SETTLED INe *HE "UNABLE 


-BE, TOO SPECIFIC aBOUT WORK ICRC WILL: DO ‘HERE BEYOND ‘TREATMENT 


OF CASUALTIES» SAID .MUCH OF. GENEVA ‘CONVENTIONS TNAPPLICABLE 
SINCE CONFLICT LEGALLY ACIVIL: WAR. ane OT. INTERNATIONAL 


PCONPETCI 


- PAGE 2 RUTANU. 521.C-O NN FSl-D ENT EA coke 


2s HOFFMANN AND .SPIRGI BOTH. IMPRESSED: ‘BY:: QUALITY: “BIAFRAN ‘RED, 
CROSSt HOFFMANN ‘DESCRIBED! IT AS EVEN BETTER. ‘THAN NIGERIAN 


/RED CROSS WHICH ITSELF: OF: VERY -HIGH QUALITY. :SPIRGI INOW 
ee NOW SETTING UPL SHOP. AT. ACHT. WHICH ies ‘SAID Has. ‘ONE JOF sBEST 
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“AMCONSUL: KADUNA as 4 ee eee 
fe SECSTATE WASHDE 247600 pg tee tas 
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, AMEMBASSY - LONDON 238: 
AMCONSUL ENUGU ‘295 
AMCONSUL TBADAN 285 
DIA ‘UNN 

_ CENCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA UNN 


re Tore ear : an Ewe eS wt Paes es! 


“C20 NOE J:DeEeN T Bis L::KADUNA '280 .- 


do “FOLLOWING -COMMENTARY ‘GIVEN ‘TO -CONSOF F BY ;KAGU .DAMBOA, 
MORNING POST REGIONAL .EDITOR WHO. RETURNED ‘KADUNA SEPTEMBER 
% 17 | AFTER THREE WEEKS WITH FMG-TROOPS AT NSUKKA:ERONT. 
a pawns MAIN POINTS FOLLOW: 
% Ao (FMG. TROOPS ENITIALLY OBSERVED. FMG.:RULES- IN’ TREATMENT 
Ve. BO. “CIVILIAN POPULAT-LON ‘BUT FMG. ‘TROOPS | :NOW ‘SHOOTING. MOST 
iy 1BOS2 INCLUDING, OMEN. .AND CHILDREN ‘ON ‘SIGHT e {GHANGE “IN 


oe poe, 
a) a Ni , : : . 


“PAGE 2 RUT ee "8 OKK CO:N F 1 0.E:N°T. I ALL 
BEHAVIOR OF: FMG ‘TROOPS, ACCORDING: TO ‘DAOBOAs OCCURRED WHEN 
FMG TROOPS HEARD OF: STORIES, THAT: Ba TROORS ‘HAD KICLED -ALL 
NORTHERNERS ‘FOUND IN THE MEDeWESTo. DAMBOA ‘SATD ‘HE HAD ; { 
COUNTED NINETY BODIES OF ‘180 WOMEN SHOT ‘BY PMG TROOPS IN 
ONE ‘SECTOR OF FRONT2°° °° ae i 
Bes ‘DAMBOA, IN FASHION .OF MANY NORTHERNERS, ‘SPOKE prs- F 
PARANGINGLY: OF YORUBA ROLE IEN:WAR»s CLAIMING THAT NOWHER 
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ARE. YORUBA. TROOPS IN FRONT#LINE POSITIONS, AND: THAT ‘QXRUBAS 


POOR. ‘FIGHTERS® tHE. ‘SAID: “THAT MANY ‘NORTHERN. ‘SOLDIERS: AND 


OFFICERS ‘HAVE:/NOT FORGOTTEN ‘WEST %S: WAVERING: STAND. 

PRIOR. TO. BIAFRAN.: ‘SECESSION» | AND “THATSOME | ‘TROORS: [AND IOFFILCERS 
TALK. OF HPUNG HING ;THE. YORUBA"... AND - WFINISHING OFF THE 
POLITICIANS*"™. :DAMBOA®D.PD NOT iSPELL..: OUT..LATTER: POINT. _ 

Cv  -DAMBOA : SALD- FMG TIMETABLE ‘WAS' FOR FMG: TROOPS: ‘TO ‘REAGH 
ENUGU. SUNDAY», ‘SEPTEMBER 17% BUT ‘HE:iDED ‘NOT iGIVE iBASTS 

FOR HIS.:STATEMENT +. 


De -DAMBOA ‘CONCLUDED.:DISCUSSION. WITH JOR-LNDON. THAT ‘DEFEAT 
OF ‘OUUKWU (WILL. BE FOLLOWED BY "AREAL REVOLUTION® — IN 
WHICH SWE IMAY) FIGHT AMONG OURSELVES" “TO DETERMINE: | WHO: rs 


TO. RULE ‘NIGERIA. 


PAGE. 3: ‘RUTALS& ‘2BOKK. C10. IN, Fi 11D. E N. Teh | ee 

20 -DAMBOA, “WELL: “KNOWN. ‘TO.CONSULATES: IS: ‘Fi: AMBOYANT ‘ 
EGOTIST. WHO: ‘PRONE To’. EXAGGERATE. ‘BUT HAS“PRODUCED MALID 
CONCLUSIONS: IN-RAST ‘READINGS (OF. PUBLIC /OPINION®. :HIS 
ASSERTIONS. AS3.TO: NORTHERN: SOLDIERS! VIEW IOF. ‘WEST AND 


YORUBAs IF CORRECT, IS): iNOT- ‘ENCOURAGING ». 


GP=3 .ARPs 


ee eee, anes ah aes me 
CONFIDENT 1RU: 


Mount il 
| ows Meare Date | 


centineta decreas Os 6} atl cane ane erence eels 


atactin ection nate 


we upsets. 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


POL 27 BIAFRA-NIGERIA 
Xk POL IG NIGERIA & 


CONFIDENTIAL =a 

oy 

Be 

PAGE @1 IBADAN 66177 1821292 = 
89 ee 
ACTION .AF -21 | ae 
rm, 


a 


bi ; , of 
INFO -EUR e5,{58 a) sp gees 35/6em A3sSC BlsNSC 1@sRSC B1sSAH BIL B3 
H @2eP O4sUSIE OSsAID ‘309PRC: 15,10 '215SR'B1s0RM O3e1GA B2sE 190 


‘(COM @8sSCA B2seSCS B2s0PR B2sSY 23eSSO0 OGsC1AE ‘BGsNSAE BBsNSCE BB 
INR 879/226 W 


‘eR Oe SOmeoeMmoR FoF afeaaoe 


FM AMCONSUL IBADAN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY .382 
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C O'N F 1:D'E N'T I A .L IBADAN 177 
SUBJECT: MILITARY GOVERNOR ON SITUATEON IN WESTERN INIGERIA 


She AT MY REQUEST I ‘TODAY (18TH) ‘HAD GENERAL ‘REVIEW ‘OF 


SYTUATION” iN WEST WITH MILGOV BRIG ADEBAYO. ‘RECEIVED ‘ME 
IBLONEo ATMOSPHERE © FRIENDLY o 


PAGE 2 IBADAN 177BB C:O-N F I'D E NOT DT act 

20 MILGOV SAID HE ‘HAD RETURNED “FROM "TOUR ‘OF FRONT" 

QUITE ENCOURAGED -AT PROGRESS FEDERAL ‘FORCES. ‘CONF IRMED 
PROGRESS SLOWED BY MANY ‘BLOWN BRIDGES: ON (ORE=BENIN ROAD BUT 
PROGRESS BETTER ON ROADS ‘SOUTH FCAM AUCHI ‘WHERE FEWER -BRIDGESO 
BLOWNe PREDICTED "OUR BOYS WILL BE IN ‘BENIN EN 48 ‘HOURS e" 


UORGFILMED BY gj: AL 
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30 SAID HE WAS STILL CONCERNED ABOUT INTERNAL ‘SECURITY 
AND THAT WEST MUST REMAIN. .ALERTs ‘DESPITE WESTERN 


HOSPITALITY TO 1BOSs SOME: PREPARED ‘TO TURN ‘ON WEST 
ASKED WHETHER ‘HE .HAD ‘RECONSIDERED ‘HS | ‘DECISION ‘NOT TO 
REGISTER» ROUND 'UPs OR EVACUATE IBOS IN WEST» ‘HE ‘SAID 
HE STILL FELT ‘SUCH MEASURES WOULD BE ‘WRONG 

AND HOPED ‘TO AVOID THEMs AS LONG AS PROBLEM ‘GOT NO 
WORSEs ‘HE ‘PLANNED .LiMYT ACTION TO INVESTIGATING - AND 
DETAINING INDIVIDUAL SECURITY ‘THREATSe 


4o I THEN POINTED OUT. THAT CONTRARY 'TO IMPRESSION 
GIVEN BY PRESS THERE ‘WAS ‘NO: COOLING IN UcSo ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS ASSISTANCE IN WESTes IN FACT . THERE ‘GOOD: : ‘DEAL 
OF EVIDENCE TO CONTRARYo I CITED USAID .AGREEMENT 


PAGE 3 ILBADAN 177BB.C O-NF IDEN TIAL 

IN PRINCIPLE TO PROCEED WITH MAJOR. PORTION EXTENSION 
IBADAN WATER SUPPLY LOAN» RETURN ALL PCV*S IN WEST TO 
THEIR POSTSy STRENGTHE 

HNG PC IBADAN -HEADQUARTERS 

STAFF AND ‘PC RECEPTIVENESS TO WMG REQUESTS FOR 
SUBSTANTIALLY -MOREHLCV*S IN 968 (NEW :REQUESTS NOW 

TOTAL 163}6 , THUS WITHIN FRAMEWORK OUR “CURRENT POLICIES. 
WE DOING BEST REMAIN RESPONSIVE WEST*S NEEDS AND ‘CONTINUE 
EXISTING PROGRAMSo .EVEN IN REALM ‘PRIVATE ‘UcSo IINVESTMENT 
THERE WERE SOME ENCOURAGING SIGNS» WITH AMERICAN FIRM 

| (MORNING STAR STARCH) ‘CURRENTLY EXPLORING ‘POSSIBILITY 

OF INVESTMENT IN :WESTERN/STARCH INDUSTRY AND I ‘UNODERS 
STOOD POSSIBILITY OF BEMIS PAPER INVESTING IN NIGERIAN 
PAPER BAG ‘NOT 'DEADs 


So MILGOV. RAISED QUESTION OF: FORD/ROCKEFELLER ‘HOLDING 
UP MAJOR INVESTMENT EN INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE ‘OF | 
TROPICAL AGRICULTURE SCHEDULED TO BE BUILT IN IBADANe 
I MADE;CLEAR ‘USG NOT INVOLVED IN THES ‘DECTSIONs ‘THAT 
SOME. WORK CONTINUING AND PROBLEMS OF ATTRACTING FIRST 

| CLASS FIRMS. TO BID ON MAJOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECT ATS THIS 
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TIMEs M F GOV APPEARED UNDERSTAND 


60 I THEN TOOK ‘UP QUESTION OF ANTI-AMERICAN ‘CAMPAIGN 

IN PRESS AND SAID THAT USIS ANALYSIS ‘SHOWED THAT 'WMG- 
OWNED SKETCH HAD ‘PRINTED THREE ‘TIMES AS MUCH ANTI = 
AMERICAN MATERIAL AS IBADAN*S ‘OTHER DAILYs NIGERIAN 
TRIBUNEe 1 POINTED OUT. THAT WHILE ‘HE ‘OR I MIGHT 

TEND DISCOUNT SIGNIFICANCE THESE ARTICLES» ‘THEY ‘OBVIOUSLY 
HAD EFFECT ON MAN IN ‘STREET+ FOR .EXAMPLEs LAST 

SATURDAYs PC STAFF IN PCG=LABELED VAN ‘WERE ACCUSED :OF 

BEING “OUR ENEMIES" BY NIGERIAN SOLDIERS AT ROADBLOCKS. 
THIS PERHAPS NOT :SURPRISING WHEN THEY BEING ACCUSED OF 
BEING "AGENTS OF SUBVERSION" IN PRESSe :HE WOULD APPRECIATE 
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SUBJECT: Sidelights on a Middle of the Night Call on the. Head of 
the Nigerian FMG 


TR ame = REF : KINSHASA 4134, Sept. 13, 1967; LAGOS 2535, Sept. 14, 1967 

{ ARMY CIA NAVY . . a 

|__ 3 2¢ i | fe 
AS Na As recorded in REFTELS, I served as a bearer of messages between the 


Heads of Government of Nigeria and Congo (K) in the early hours of _ 
September 14, 1967. DCM OLSON and I joined Major General Yakubu GOWON 
about 0300 and were with him and a few of his advisors until about 
0430. Certain sidelights on this visit may be of interest to the 
Department. 
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FMG Security.--DCM Olson and I met about 0200 to review Kinshasa's 
REFTEL and decided that we must see General Gowon as soon as possible. 
Olson telephoned Lagos State Governor Lt. Colonel Mobolaji JOHNSON 
and asked him to arrange the appointment. Colonel Johnson did so and 
said he would come to the Embassy to take us to the General's Dodan _ 
Barracks residence as unaccompanied foreigners apiroaching a military 
area in the middle of the night might have difficulty with the troops. 
on guard. Colonel Johnson picked us up in a car with two armed , 
soldiers. The approach to Dodan Barracks was well guarded but 

Colonel Johnson got us through without incident. 
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FMG Attitude toward Action by OQAU Members.--While General Gowon and 
his advisers (Colonel Johnson, Deputy Permanent Secretary of the 
Ministry of External Affairs V. A. ADEGOROYE and Principal Secretary 
to the Head of the FMG H. AHMADU) did not welcome the QAU initiative, 
they did not seem surprised that their African brothers at Kinshasa 
were pressing for a role in the Nigerian situation. Moreover, none 
of them suggested during their discussion that the OAU initiative 
should be rejected outright. They addressed themselves rather to 
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ways of improving the proposed OAU resolution which they recognized 
was by no means unfavorable to the FMG in its original form. 


| 

\ 

; 

Recollections of ‘Aburi.--While Mr. Adegoroye was drafting comments 

on the proposed OAU resolution, General Gowon and Colonel Johnson 

| reminisced about the meeting of the Nigerian Supreme Military Counct.1 

i at Aburi, Ghana, in early January 1967. They dwelt on rebel leader 

C. Odumegwu OJUKWU's talents as an artful speaker and debater, the i 
| ways in which they claimed he had deceived them and what they regarded : 
| as his subsequent distortion or repudiation of understandings reached. 

Olson and I gained a strong impression that this talk revealed uneasiness” 

at the prospect opened by the OAU initiative of again having to deal 

directly or through OAU intermediaries with Ojukwu who is a more 

effective negotiator than anyone in the FMG. 


Gowon's Role.--Since civilians were brought into the FMG Executive 
Council. and particularly since the recent establishment of the smal. 

"war Cabinet", there have been recurrent rumors that General Gowon's 

powers have heen reduced and that he cannot act withouwk the concurrence 

of some of his senior civilian and military colleagues. His perfoxmance 

in the early hours of September 14 belied these rumors. He had not 

summoned any of his civilian Commissioners, and Colonel. Johnson was 

present because he had escorted Olson and me. General Gowon regretted 

bul was not inhibited by the fact that he did not have the views of 

Chief Awolowo and the other Commissioners in Kinshasa. General Gowon i 
and the other Nigerians present obviously considered that the decision 
as to the FMG's response to the OAU initiative rested with him, and. 

he showed no hesitation in making the decision. 


Embassy Lagos Role.--Olson and I volunteered uo advice as to the TMG 
response to the OAU initiative. We agreed with bhe Nigerians that the 
proposed resolution was favorable to the FMG and. made generally 
approving noises about their calm and. sensible approach to this new 
development . 
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SUBJ: _ Ofulewu kexte Ltr to Palner 


Law firm aciingen Fopresen tang QTE Republic of Biafra: UNETS delivered 
Sept 16 to Dept following QrE ye Top Secret UNQTE letter addressed to 
Assistant Secretary Palnert (im unnecessary words ont tted) | 

QTE Dear Me. Secretary, I wish to express ny appreciation for Us official 
4 policy of neutrality in Nigeria-Biafra crisis. Much as I think we in 
Biafra entitled to sympathy and support, since we fighting for those values 
of freedom and security of which US is world's leading. exponent, I have 


7 venn content not press Losue in conviction that cause of free world which : | 
ty We expouse will eventually prevail, i ie fee ot : 
: Tee I have, however, noted with great concern sone acts of your Ambassador ‘of 
ait ; 1 "ein Lagos, Hie Excellency Mr. Elbert Matthews, perhaps under pressure from ; 
, Britten High Commissioner, Sir David Hunt, ‘stoh have effect of compromising. if 
: this poltoy. ‘In particular, their recent, Antervention on Lt. Col.’ Gowen! s oe ; I 
Ai plans, tmnedintely | after the ‘entry of Biafran Liberation Foroes in Mid-Wost, | : t 
AY é has not ey hed the ttect of protenging, war, and thereby Anoreasing a | 
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le REF PAR 35 MY SECRET 6383 SEP $3. BETWEEN 161728 .AND 
1725LOCALSEP», EMBASSY CIVIL: AIR ATTACHEs LANDING ‘OWN PLANE fKEJA 
AIRFIELD», ‘SAW FOUR ‘REPEAT FOUR MiG “FEGHTERS LAND IKEUGAo ‘EACH 
PLANE HAD GREEN AND WHIOC NIGER! AN :cOLGRS -ON VERTYCAL 

STABILIZERS OF PLANES BUT SOURCE ‘UNABLE SEE ANY NUMBERS THEREON» 
SOURCE iNOT ABLE.GET AS: ‘CLOSE ‘PLANES AS ‘HE ‘WOULD ‘HAVE PRE « 

FERRED» BUY HIS IMPRESSION ‘WAS THAT PILOTS» EACH :OF ‘WHOM 
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WEARING LIGHT BLUE FLYING SUIT. GN: AFRICANS»: SOURCE SAID 
MANNER IN WHICH PLANES LANDED AND WERE ‘HANDLED INDICATED To 


Xs HiM THAT PILOTS 

WERE LONG ON EXPERIENCE 

yy @e UPON LANDING» ‘PLANES TAXIED ‘TO NIGERIAN AUR FORCE (NAF} 

: | PORTION FIELD WHERE PILOTS DISMOUNTED .AND ‘WERE MET -BY :GROUP 
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NIGERIAN ATR FORCE PERSONNEL IN UNIFORM .AND BY FOUR.iGROUPS 
CAUCASIAN ‘SERVICE: PERSONNEL: (FOUR ‘MEN.EN EACH. GROUP} WHO 
CLIMBED, UP ON PLANES FOR ‘SERVICING AND ‘RELATED ‘CHECKS; 

SOURCE» FORMER FIGHTER PILOT» ‘WAS OF IMPRESSION ‘GATHERING !OF 
PILOTS ‘WITH: NAF ‘PERSONNEL RESEMBLED POST MISSION DEBRIEFING 
IN THIS. RESPECT» THEREFORE» POSSIBILITY EXYSTS PLANES ‘COULD 
VERY WELL iHAVE FLOWN iMESSEON ‘DESCRIBED PAR 5S» MY ‘SECRET 

@389 16 SEP..670 

30 THIS, BELIEVED. FIRST OPERATIONAL’ -USE NEWLY .ACQUERED ‘NIGEREAN 
AIR. FORCE ‘MIGSe 
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te INFO AVAIL: FROM KNOWLEDGEABLE AND RELIABLE ‘SOURCES iHO 
NIGERTAN ARMY AND SUPREME MIL ‘COUNCIL !SMC) THIS ‘MORNING 
| (46 SEP} AS FOLLOWSs 


Ac DANJUMA?S ‘ONE BRIGADE ‘ONE DIVESION»s :NSUKKA- FRONT? APPEARS 

MAKING MAJOR EFFORT .SOUTH ROUTE - THREE . IN DIRECTION KEY ‘ROAD 

JUNCTION NINE MILE ‘CORNER (O626NG725E} ‘FROM WHIGH ‘ROUTE: THREE 
CONTINUES ‘UDI APPROX TEN ‘MILES ‘SOUTH PAND? ‘THENCE ‘TO:.AWKA .AND 


ONITSHA} AND’ FROM WHICH ‘ROUTE SIX PROCEEDSENUGUAPPROX EIGHT 
MILES EASTc- REPORTS FROM THIS FRONT INDICATE ‘THAT -ON }45SEP 
RIGADE HELD VILLAGES NIBO (O6SONO704E } AND IKOLO- (641NO720E ) 
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AND CONTROLLED ROAD BETWEEN THESE POINTSe ADVANCE ELEMENTS 
BRIGADE THAT TIME WERE AT VILLAGE UKEHE (®639N@725E) ‘WHICH | 
APPROX {5 ROAD NMILES NORTH NINE MILE CORNERe {FROM AL AVAIL 
INFO DATT BELIEVES MAJOR FMG DRIVE AIMED AT CAPTURE ENUGU 
BEING ATTEMPTED» ARMY AND: SMC SOURCES BOTH SAY THEY BELIEVE 
FMG HAS CONCENTRATED SUFFICIENT PERSONNEL. AND EQUIPMENT: THIS 
AREA TO WARRANT SERIOUS TRY FOR ENUGUc AS ‘REPORTS ‘OVER ‘PAST 
SEVERA DAYS HAVE INDICATED» FIGHTING THIS FRONT HAS BEEN 

VERY HEAVY: AND ITT ‘WAS ON ROUTE SIX, ‘SOUTH OPIs WHERE -FMG 
FORCES ‘CLAIM HAVE KNOCKED OUT "SIX HOME MADE ARMORED ‘VEHECLES 
ON 13 SEP» LOCAL PRESS THIS MORNING ‘HAS PICTURE ONE ‘THESE | 
VEHICLES» ‘UcKo DEFENSE ADVISOR SAYS CHASS!S ES WORLD WAR ‘II 
BREN GUN CARRIER { TRACKED! UPON WHICH TANK LIKE ‘STEEL: 
STRUCTURE ‘HAD BEEN CONSTRUCTEDs £7 APPEARS THESE BREN iGUN 
CARRIERS REPRESENT ‘PART: TRACKED ARMORED VEHICLES KNOWN ‘TO 
HAVE BEEN RECEIVED ‘ENUGU THROUGH CALABRA IN AUGUSTe* .APPEARSs 
FURTHERs OJUKWU'S FORCES ATTEMPTING CONSTRUCT TANKS iOVER 
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CHASSIS THESE GUN CARRIERS}. 


Be ELEMENTS TWO BRIGADE» ONE ‘DIVISIONs ‘WHICH ENTERED IKOM 
if SEP HAVE MOVED SOUTH CROSS RIVER AND IN ABSENCE ‘OPROSITIN 

: ON 14 SEP LEAD ELEMENTS WERE AT VILLAGE IKPAI (@532NO847E } 

WHICH IS SQUTH KEY :ROAD JUNCTION ON CALABAR/MAMFE .ROADe IKAI ‘ 


APPROX THIRTY AIR MILES SOUTH IKOM AND APPROX iSEVENTY FIVE wes 
ROAD MILES NORTH CALABAR» | a 

bared 

C> SECOND DIVISION BRIGADES MOVING SOUTH TOWARD :ROUTE ‘SLX my 

IN MIDeWEST ALSO MAKING PROGRESSo IN FACE STUBBORN EASTERN : 
RESISTANCE FROM UBIAJA FMG FORCES PRESENTLY BLOCKING ‘ON Lad 


ROAD UROMI «= UBIAJA WHILE MAIN EFFORT BEING MADE ‘TO WEST’ LBLAUA (a3! 
WHERE ELEMENTS WHICH WERE LOCATED VILLAGE EHOR (@637N@6QGE) ION Se 


ROAD BENIN APPROX THIRTY ‘SIX MILES SOUTHWEST» ‘HAVE NOW TURNED Ls 
SOUTH EAST AND WERE ADVANCING :ON SEGONOARY ‘ROADS IN ‘DIRECTION ee 
ROUTE SIX AT POINT APPROX MIDWAY BETWEEN BENIN AND:AGBORe ies 


5 Soe ERT P97 CERT ITE 7 ee 


(DATT BELIEVES ‘CHANGE DIRECTION. THIS 'UNT IT. ‘WHILGH ‘(HAD ‘BEEN iHEADED)  ¥7% 
FOR BENIN PROMPTED BY FACT FMGs ON: BASIS ‘REPORTS ‘OUT ‘OF 
BENIN IT ACCEPTS AS RELIABLEs BELIEVES “EASTERN ' FORCES: ‘BENIN 
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INPROCESS WITHDRAWING ‘EASTWARD IN ‘DIRECTION AGBORo ‘BENIN | ‘HAS 
BEEN REPORTED ‘ON MORNING 16 SEP AS BEENG AUMOST ‘DESERTED: ‘BY 
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EASTERN FORCES WHICH ‘HAD OCCUPIED TOWN} oc (ON 14 ‘SEP ‘COLONEL 
MUHAMMED (WHO. DOES NOT REPRT LOCATIONS “UNTIL IHE WELL: BEYOND 
THEM") REPORTED LOCATION ‘HIS TWO DIVISION HQ 'T ‘VILLAGE EXPOMA 
B65O9NG6G9E} APPROX FOURTEEN ROAD MILES NORTH .EHOR® 


2o STILL NO'.SIGN :NAVAL ACTIVITY ANYWHERE ALONG ‘COAST BY 
ELEMENTS NIGERIAN NAVY BELIEVED AT SEA OFF: MIDe eWESTERN OR 
FORMER -EASTOGN ‘REGION PORTS* AS OF 161!0@ LOCAL ‘SEP ‘RELIABLE 
SOURCES WITH COMMO: CONTACT ESCRAVOS AREA HAVE :NO INDICATION 
ANY -UNUSUAL ACTIVITY ‘UNDERWAY o ‘NO ‘SUCH ‘CONTACT AVAIL ‘BONNY 
OR CALABAR AREA ‘SO ‘NO INFO AS ‘TO WHETHER ANY \ACTIVITY: 
DEVELOPING EITHER THOSE .AREASo BOTH ‘DATT -AND iUcKe ‘DEFENSE | 
ADVISOR ‘HAVE ‘PRESSED ALL AVAIL ‘SOURCES ‘ON ‘SUBJECT i THIS MORNING. 3 
AND ‘DRAW COMPLETE iBLANKeo DATT%S: PRIME ‘SMC:SOURCE ' IN ‘DESGUSSION : 
POTENTIAL :OPERATIONS ‘CALABAR .AREA :DTD.:NOT SSEEM ‘TO BELIEVE “FMG 
i TROOPS ‘COULD BE ‘SPARED FOR ‘CALABAR: ‘OPERATION '"AT. ‘THES TIME" o 
! HE SAID "BUT NIGERIA {FRIGATE} ‘GOING ‘DOWN TO ’PATROL :MOUTH 
CROSS RIVER FOR A WHILE"o IF THIS SO» :AND -LANDING DOES: ‘NOT 
A DEVELOP ‘CALABAR .LARGE QUESTION ‘REMAINS ‘ON ‘WHAT: ‘VESSELS AT USEA 
i ABOUTe IT ‘COULD TRN ‘OUT THAT -MASS MOVEMENT ‘VESSELS: NITE 
i FOURTEEN -SEP ‘JUST 'HAPPENSTANCE WITH NIGERIA se ONG s ‘TO ‘CALABAR 
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AND :OGOJA AND KADUNA RELIEVING BENIN AND ENUGU ‘ON: ‘STATION 

WITH LCT LOKOJA..AT ‘SEAy iHOWEVER®, AMPHIBIOUS ‘OPERATION. ‘SOME 

TYPE MUST STILL .BE CONSIDERED ‘POSSIBILITY> » IN ‘ADDITIONS 

NAVAL SOURCES WHO IN ‘GOOD ‘POSITION - KNOW FACTS» ‘HAVE INDICATED . | 
BELIEF "OPERATION IS IMMINENT. AS INDICATED ‘PREVTOUSL'Ys IF: 
OPERATION ‘WAS AT ‘CALABAR LOKOJA WOULD Be OFF :CALABAR- APPROX 
161408 SEP LOCALe ‘BEYOND THISs NOTHENG “FIRM AVALLABLE’ 
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Ac REF PAR 3Bs MY 9383 SEP 670 HELICOPTER OF ‘CONF A GUATION: 
WESTLAND WHIRLWIND PAINTED BATTLESHIP ‘GRAY ‘ON: ‘BOTTOM WITH 
WHITE TOP AND BEARING. IDENTIFLECATION MARKINGS | iNAF 582. IN 
FLGTHT AT AIRPORT AREAo “FMG NOT BEL YTEVED ‘HAVE ‘CURRENT ‘ORGANIC 
HELICOPTER PILOT CAPACITY « 


Bo NIGRIAN AIR FORCE LOGISTICS OFFICER MET “CZECH TECHNICIAN" 
{IDENTIFYING INFO PROVIDED BY OTHER ALRPORT SOURCE ) ‘ON © INCOMING 

SWISS AIR FLIGHT AND» IN ‘COMPANY » FIVE ‘OTHER - "CZECH TECHNICIANS" 
SAME MEANS TEONTIFCATION? DROVE TOWARD LAGOS IN !INIGERTAN 

ALR FORCE LAND ROVER» 


50 SOURCE WITH ACCESS NAF INFO BELIEVES NAF ‘PLANS /RAID .ON 
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LARGE NATURAL GAS POWERED ELECTRICAL iGENERATING ‘PLANT AT .AFAM 
‘G44NO7{9E3 WEST PORT HARCOURT © TODAY» ‘THIS 18 KEY 

FACILITY IN ENTIRE EASTERN ELECTRIC POWER ‘GRID BUSEYSTEMe 
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SUBU! OAU MISSEON TO NIGERIA 


lo FMG TODAY ISSUED PRESS RELEASE ON TUBMAN'S .AIRPORT iSTATEMENT 

4 (LAGOS '2582)0 RELEASE SAYS "LIBERIAN PRESIDENT POINTED ‘OUT 

Ie MISSION HAD NO RPT NO ‘SPECIFIC TERMS OF REFERENC» -BUT ‘WOULD 
CONSULT WITH FEDERAL GOVT TO SEE HOUW THE NIGERIAN CRISES ‘COULD BE 
BROUGHT ‘TO AND ‘ENDet 


{ 
= . . . 
ion 2@o FMG STATEMENT CONFIRMED ‘THAT FMG "HAD AGREED ‘RECEIVE: AN OAU | 
| CONSULTATIVE MISSION" WHICH "EXPECTED ARRIVE NIGERIA FIRST WEEK 
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OF OCTOBERo® 


3o ALL:?.LAGOS PAPERS PLAY OAU ‘CONFERENCE aS "VICTORY" 

FOR FMGo RELATIVELY RELIABLE DAILY TIMES ‘SAYS .AWOL:OWO :ON ‘RETURN 
SATO EXPLICITLY THAT OAU MISSTON ‘NOT RPT ‘NOT ‘COMING ‘TO MEDLATE"a 
BUT “TO EXPRESS ‘SOLIDARITY OFQAU TO -FMG IN. 1TS ATTEMPT ‘SOLVE ‘RRESENT 
CRISISe AWOLOWO SAID NO ACTIVITIES OF REBEL, AGENTS ‘CAME ‘TO ‘HIS 
NOTICEs 

ALTHOUGH FORMER. EASTERN REGION PREMIER ‘OKPARA ‘UNDERSTOOD BE IN 
CONGO» AWOLOWO ALSO REPORTEDLY SAID THAT ‘OAU MISSEON WOULD 

NOT RPT NOT MEET ANY REPRESENTATIVES FROM EaSsT= CENTRAL ‘STATE 

EXCEPT POSSIBLY THOSE SELECTED BY GENERAL GOWONo 


4o ACCORDING PRESS, COLo USMAN HASSAN» ‘CHAIRMAN ‘OF NORTHERN INTERIM 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL GAVE QUALIFIED SUPPORT-TO :OAU MISSION, 

BY SAYING NEGOTIATIONS ONLY POSSIBLE IF OUUKWU AGREES ‘TO BASIC 

FMG TERMS OF NO:SECESSION AND ACCEPTANCE NEW FEDERAL TWELVE> 

STATE STRUCTURE® 
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bi / Ja TA CARDS FOR PP 16e 17 AND }8°NOT RECEIVED PARIS BECAUSE 
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1364 4th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D. C. 


rr“ 
\4 
Mr. Thomas A. Fain ) 
4 


Dear Mr. Fain: 


. In accordance with 
of today I am en sing he 
from Lt. Col., G Odumegwu Ojukwu, Head of State of the 
Republic of afra, addressed to Ambassador Joseph 

i Palmer II. The original of this letter has been hand 
carried to Ambassador Palmer's office in the State 
Department. Inasmuch as we understand that you are 
Duty Officer for today, we are transmitting a copy of the 
letter to you immediately. 
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Very truly yours, 


SURREY, KARASIK, Onee & GREENE 
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| By 7/4 

! | John F. Crawfotrd 

Cowhsel to the Republic of Biafra 
i Enclosure 
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REPUBLIC OF oh 


tment , 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Secretary, 
I wish to express my appreciation for the 
Unit ed States' official policy of neutrality 
inthe Nigeria-Biafra crisis. Much as T think 
we in Biafra are entitled to sympathy and 
support, Since we are fighting for those values ma 
of freedom and security of which the Unit ed t= 
States is the world's leading exponent, I have 
been content not to press the issue in the | Xo | 
conviction that the cause of the free world me | 


which we expouse will eventually prevail. | | 


I have, however, noted with great concern - : 
some acts of your Ambassador in Lagos, His aa oe 


Excellency Mr. Elbert Matthews, perhaps under 
pressure from the British High Commissioner, 
Sir David Hunt, which have the effect of 
cefipromising this policy. In particular, their 


recent intervention on Lt. Gol. Gowon's plans, 
immediately after the entry of the Biafran 
Liberation Forces in the Mid-West, has not only 
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Fron THE MILITARY GOVERNOR 
REPUBLIC OF BIAFRA | 
ENUGU 


had the effect of prolonging the war and thereby 
increasing bloodshed, but has now encouraged 
Communist intervention on behalf of the Lagos 
authority with its grave consequences for the 
free world in Africa. 

Mr. Secretary, it is my intention to 
release publicly to the local and world press 
details of this action. It is because of the 
high esteem I have for you and the United 
States that I have decided to give you prior 
inforiiabion before taking this step. So far, 
my Government has been scrupulous in treating 
American interests and investments differently 
from those of, for instance, the British 
Shell B.P., but acts of this nature may make it 
impossible for us to continue to maintain this 
position, JI hope earnestly, therefore, that 
consideration for one man would not allow this 
to happen and thereby imperil the Biafra 
Government's commitment and resolution to secure 
American private investment and provide favourable 


climate for it to thrive. 
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From THE MILITARY GOVERNOR 
REPUBLIC OF BIAFRA 
ENUGU 


Please allow me, Mr. Secretary, to convey 
to you the assurances of my highest consideration 


and esteem. 
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Lite COL. °C, Odtimegwu Ojukwu, 
Head of State and Commnder—in-Chief 
of the Armed Forces, 

Republic of Biafra, 
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